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A swallow-tailed
gull on Genovese

sea’'s Galapagos
in the back-
ground.

Island with Silver-

PHOTOS BY JULIE KESSLER / SPECIAL TO THE STAR-ADVERTISER

A sea lion makes himself comfortable on San Cristobal island, one of the Gala-
pagos’ four inhabited islands. At right, in Quito’s Old Town, the colorful Calle
Pasaje de Espejo reflects Quito’s European architectural heritage.
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Continued from G1

The Galapagos
Archipelago

Accidentally discovered
in 1535 when Panama’s first
bishop, Tomas de Berlanga,
wandered off course sailing
from Panama to Peru, the is-
lands were named after the
glant Galapagos tortoises
found here. In a report to
Spain's King Charles V. Ber-
langa noted that the islands’
birds. now known as boo-
bies, are “so silly that they
dicn’'t know how to flee.”

In 1832 Ecuador claimed
the Galapagos, and for about
100 years the islands served
as penal colonies. the last
closing in 1959 when the is-
lands were declared a na-
tional park. UNESCO named
it a World Heritage Site in
1978.

Chatles Darwin's life's
work is so inextricably inter-
lwined with the Galapagos
thal many believe he spent
his life here. However. Dar-
win spent only five weeks in
the islands in 1835 aboard a
British naval vessel, the
HMS Beagle, collecting 1500
specimens and making
notes that provided the ha-
sis for his theory of evolu-
tion, In 1859, on its first day
in print, Darwin’s “On the
Origin of Species” sold out.

Baltra Island

Flying into Baltra’s com-
pact airport, we arrived 10
minutes later at the water-
front. Like a Hollywood set,
on the tender station were
two enormous supine sea li-
ons and an iguana substan-
tially larger than my
17-pound pooch

Hopping into boals and
donning lile vesls that
would become part ol our
“uniform” that week, we
hoarded the Silversea Gala-
pagos. Although it's the Jarg-
est expedition ship
traversing the islands, it's
timate. with only 100 pas-
sengers and a delightful
all-Ecuadorean crew. This is
not a cruise of formal
clothes and Broadway-style
entertaimment. However, in
vintage Silversea style. the
suites were spacious, boast-
ing granite bathrooms. in-
credibly comfortable
bedding and sitting area.
flat-screen television,
charging station, wriling
desk and wellstocked mini-
har. The service, cuisine and
wines were excellent, as
were the knowledgeable nat-
uralists who guided us
Ihrough the islands on the
alldnctuded excursions. The
ship has two restaurants,
two hars, fitness center, Ja-
cuzzi. small spa. salon and a
library. Alfredo, a talented,
ever-smiling musician, ke
us humming and often spon-
laneously dancing,

in-

Genovesa Island

Tiny Genovesa lies north
of the equator. Alter a
730 aam. tendering, we
hiked up Prince Phillips
Steps on the bay's east side.
The steep palh brought us
up 75 feet, with a welcoming
connitiee of several red-
fooled boobies, whose name
originated from “pajaro
l>0bo.” Spanish for clumsy
hird, As we hiked alony, they
flaunted their elaborale
courtship display — akin to
dancing the Watusi with a
brassy squawk. Also present
were dozens ol red-chested
[rigates, swallow-tailed guils
with heautiful or-
ange-rimmed eyes, Nazca
lhoobies and warbler
finches, all in a barren. oth-
erworldly landscape.

Later that morning our
trusty boat transported us
to Darwin Bay to snorkel.
With parrotfish aplenty. hun-
dreds ol surgeonfish and en-
tire families of sea lions. it
was an underwater habitat
approximating Jacques
Cousteau’s sweelest dyeam.

Alter a delicious lunch of
enormous grilled prawns
and Chardonnay on the
ship's deck, we returned to
Darwin Bay for a hike, We
saw several lava gulls, many
red-footed booby colonies,
shorl-eared owls and more
sea lions. Later we drank
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Galapagos cruise

expedition, so all
meals, room
service, wines.
spirits, specialty
coifees, gratuities,
enrichment
lectures, all
excursions,
naturalist guides,
kayaking. wet suits
and snorkeling
ec(uipment are
included. Silversea
Expedition rales
start at $6,950 per
person, depending
on cruise, which
also includes a
twenight pre-
crnise hotel stay
at the Quito
Marriott with
breakfast builet,

Galapagos is 5.

taxi.

Pl
v

phone: 2 2

-» Silversea’s Galapagos: Sails seven-day voyages
starling and ending in Baltra that stop at Genovesa,
North Seymour, Santiago, Santa Cruz, San Cristobal
and Espanola islands. Alternate weeks visit
Santiago, Isabella. Floreana, Fernandina, Santa Cruz
and San Cristobal. Silversea is all-inclusive

JULIE KESSLER / SPECIAL TO THE
STAR-ADVERTISER

A red-footed hooby with its
signature colorful beak on
Genovesa Istand.

Quilo evening tour, round-trip air between Quito
and the Galapagos, and all airport transfers.
Contact: 8389784070, silversea.com.
= The best way: A Honolulu-to-Quito round trip on
Delta, American or United starts at $1.149.
Telephones: The telephone code for Ecuador is
593, the code foy Quito is 2 and the code for the

> Getting around: Taxis in Quito are plentiful and
inexpensive, but there are no fare meters to speak
of, so lhe fee must he negotiated in advance. If you
are not a Spanish speaker., it's

best to use a hotel

Currency: The official currency of Ecuador is the
U.S. dollar, though Ecuactor uses its own coins. Best
to carry siall bill denominations.
Where to stay in Quito:
172y Av. Amazonas, Quito. Contact: 888 236-2427,
marriott.com. Full-service modern hatel with pool
located a short walk from the Mariscal area.
Where to eat in Quito: Q Restaurant, Mariscal Foch
efil2 y Reina Victoria, phone: 2 255-7840, quitoy.
com. Trendy bar and restaurant with excellent
tapas in the heart ol Mariscal area. Flat-screen TV
for sports and live music most nights. Mama
Clorinda, Reina Victoria 1144 y Calama (esquina),
544362 mamaclorinda.com. Traditional
home-cooked Ecuadorean food in Mariscal area.
Vista Hetinosa Restaurant, Mejia 453. fifth floor,
phone: 2 295-1401, vistahermosa.ec. Traditional
Ecuadorean food in eclectically furnished
restaurant with lovely terrace and panoramic views
of Old Town and the Basilica. Live music Thursday
through Saturclay evenings.
>> To learn more: ecuador.travel/en/tips

JW Marriott, Av. Orellana

sea lions, and most of the
howr had heen smooth
when the weather abruptly
shifted. As we veered closer

kayak miscalculated the in-
creasing waves and quickly
capsized. In perhaps three
seconds our watchful hoat

climbed. A great story to tell
their grandkids. it got more
and more embellished as we
returned to the ship.
Following another deli-
cious lineh. Twent (o the
gym, had a great massage
and thought seriously about
reading, Instead. I napped.
That evening was Latin
Night. Dancing rumba and
cha<cha. we were taught sev-
eral new steps by some of

Santa Cruz Island

Santa Cruz has the largest
population, with abowt
20,000 resicents. Its main

RTF738 Tahit

to shore, another couple in a

driver was there, and in they

the ship's multitalented crew.
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town of Puerto Ayora is
home to the Charles Darwin
Foundation, whose flagship
prograim is giant toytoise
restoration.

At the Manzanillo Re-
serve, hundreds of dome-

shaped tortoises live in lush.

Eden-like surroundings.
They don't hear or see well
and have no vocal cords, so
their stock in trade is sen-
sory vibration. Taking a step
closer to these huge crea-
tures causes them to retreat
into their shells.

Our last excursion on this
magnificent voyage of dis-
covery was an exploration
walk on the Plaza Island
Trail. where we happened
on a sea lion giving birth.
She picked up her pup by
the neck like a dog, washed
it off in the water and placed
it for feeding.

Twas lelt thinking about
Darwin's brilliance and his
monumental contribution to
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2016 ESGORTED TOURS

HOKKAIDO NO HARU: May 19 (10 days) Guaranlead Departure
SUMMER JAPAN ADVENTURE: May 30 (10 days)

OREGON CRABBING, FISHING, & FRUT PICKING ADVENTURE:
4

¥ AUTUMN IN THE GREAT LAKE REGION: Oct 5 (13 days
AUTUMN HOXKAIDO tN DEPTH: Oct 3 (12 days)

AUTUMN HOXXAIDO & TOHOKU: Oct 13 (12 days)
mmmotmnzuammnsmazocmnsml
AUTUMN TOKAIDO ODYSSEY: r?ldlsl (13 days)
AUTUNIN NHON KA: Nov 3 (14 days) Guaranteed Departury

4750 HOKURIKU & NAKASERDO: Nov 5 (11 devs)
ATUNN OKIAIA & LSH: o 13 o)

HRANSON'S CHRESTMAS ENTERT)
Mo 7 @ days 7 Nights) Gesrnpleed DapsrTiee

NO HARU: May 8 (i1 days) Gusranleed Departure

Guarsnteed Departire

July 33 days) Gunraiiteed Depatiire

Gmrstiteed Departure
Guaranteed Dapartwre
Guarantoed Departur

Guaranteed Depa)
AUTUMN MAPLE KOREA: Nov 2 (12 days)

Gusrant
AINMENT SPECTACULAR:

science following his Galapa-
gos discoveries. Had Darwin
heen present for the joyous
occasion of Lhis sea fion's
birth, he might have reveled
in witnessing natural selec-
tion at its finest hour.

Julie L, Kessler is a travel

reriter and legal columnist
based in Los Angeles and the
author of the awcardavinning
book “Fifv-Fifty: The Clarity
of Hindsight

Bobby Chinen LLC

-BOBBY CHINEN TOURS
760 Halekauwila St,, #203 + Hon, 96813
| 737-1331 » E-ail: hiobbybel@guiail.co

MAY HOKKAIDO IN-DEPTH
Mey 10-22, 2016 (13-Days)
SISMMER LAVENDER BEST OF HOKKAIDO
July 5-13, 2016 (8-Days)
SUMMER TOHOKU FESTIVAL
July 31-Aug. 10, 2016 (11-Days)
AUSTRALIA 8 NEW ZEALAND
Sep, 20 - Ocl. 3, 2016
GRAND AUTUMN HOKKAIDG SPECIAL
oct. 11-23, 2016 (13-Days)
GRAND MOMILJI
Nov. B-21, 2016 (14-Days)
“For individual reservations, call
Reiko (808)255-4721
Next Ad: April 17, 2016
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Newfoundiand-Labrador,

6/18
3 nites New Brunswick & Cape Breton
8 nites Newfoundland
1 ite Labrador
1 nite Porlland, ME

Duluth Tall Ships Festival,
8/15-31
Minnesota & Thunder Bay. Omario
Tatl Ships, Isle Royale NP, Casinos,
New Spam Museum, Austin, MN

UHM-Michigan Football,
8/30-9/8

Tohoku Tour, 10/10

Roy & Ellen Matsumoto

Speciallzing in Usigue Escorted Group Tours
(804) 551-6621; ellendembawalltours com

TAR4744

8-Day Golors of Tokyo

15-Day New Zealand Tour
Queenstown = Milford Sound « Franz
Josef = Christchurch = Wellington

Napier = Ratorua = Auckland

Hokkaido Summer Tour
(July 24 - Aug 04)
Sapporo, Blel, Furano, Asahikawa,
Sounkyo Onsen, Abashiri, Shiretoko,
Lake Akan, Kushiro, Tokyo
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cocklails during a magnifi-
cent sunset. Moulh-watering
ceviche, grilled salmon and
sauvignon blane completed
a seamless day.

North Seymour Island

Arriving at Seymour for a
hike, we encountered our
first groupings of land igua-
nas. some . feet Jong, and
lava lizards reminiscent of
scenes [rom “Jurassic Park.”
Perhaps more remarkabie
was Uheir utter disregard for
the paparazzi in thelr midst.
A dynamic breeding ground.
numerous blue-Hfooted boo-
bies nests lined the trail,
and many frigates desirous
of mating made for a lively
morning.

Santiago Island
The afternoon brought us

to Santiago’s Sullivan Bay for

a leisurely two-hour hike.
There a massive, hundred-
year-old lava flow of pahoe-
hoe looked like the moon's
surface but more closely re-
sembled my last attempl at
cooking.

Rabida Island

Casey and | wete calinly
touring Rabida’s perimeter
by kayak when a group of
hoobies decided to use our
vessel's nose as theil
marker [or kainikaze-style
fishing. The whooshing
sound was so loud and stax-
ting that | promptly

dropped my oar in their
midst. Fortunalely [or them.
they are equipped with cra-

nial air sacs that allowed fall-

ing oars to bounce off.

| retrieved the oar, and we
continued the voyage, see-
ing several “split-tail” frig-
ates known as pirates that
resemble small aircraft. Be-
cause these frigates can’t
gl wel they are ahlicerl b
steal the spoils of others.
Hundreds of Inilging-eyed
red crabs traversed the
craggy rocks while dozens
of marine iguanas — some
up to 20 pounds — lurked. |
felt like we were gliding
among minidinosaurs.

Alter all Lhat exciteinent.
more was in store when we
tendered to Red Beach and
came upon a young sea lion
that recently had half of his
tail severed, probably by a

whileipped shark. Darwin’s

survival of the fittest
brought up close and pet-
sonal ended any delusions [
harbored of snorkeling
there. Featless Casey joined
several others in the water
while the saner among us

took a long heach walk spot-

ting mockingbirds, pelicans.
finches and many full-tailed
sea lions.

San Cristobal Island

One ol the Galapagos’
four inhabited islands. San
Cristobal has perhaps more
sea fions in its main town of
Puerto Baquerizo Moreno
than residents, who number
about 7.000. The sea lions
make themselves right at
home, wherever they see [it.

On the island’s northeast-
ernmost edge, we hiked
arounc Punta Pitt. Here
there were all species of
hoobies nesting, frigates.
lava lizards and, of course,
more seal lions.

Espanola Island

We signed up again for
kayaking, this time on Es-
panola’s Gardner Bay. We

were surrothided by Galapa-
gos sea turtles, pelicans and

Alex Dold Group Journeys
British Isles - Canadian Rockies
Irrawaddy Rlver (Myanmar)

Tokyo ¢ Nikko » Kamakura « Hase

E.S. International Tours

www.esitour.com

Specialized in tailor-made tour packages for different interests.

7-Day Sydney Tour

9-Day Sydney & Melbourne

9-Day New Zealand North Island

9-Day New Zealand South Island
12-Day New Zealand Explorer
14-Day Magnificent New Zealand
11-Day Hokkaldo Summer Tour

9-Day Japan 101

8-Day Talwan Round Island Tour
11-Day Exotic Thailand

14-Day Vletnam and
Angkor Wat Tour

11-Day Vietnam Tour
Orieslions
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250 Ward Ave, Suite 208, Honolulu Hl 96814 PH: 596-0490
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ALL INCLUSIVE - Book By April 29 FOR BEST SAVINGS!
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6D Pacific Coastal San Francisco/Vancouver from $1935 6/13/16
11D Mediterranean Rome/Venice from $2995 9/3/16
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8D New England/Canada Quebec/New York from $2380 10/17/16
7D Alaska Inside Passage Vancouver RT from $2655 7/3/17
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Romme to Venice
Alaska

Shore Excursions, Canada & New England 10/12/16
Beverage Fmge Singapore to Hong Konhg 214117
or Ship Credit Honolulu to Auckland 01/28/17
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1 188 Bishop St., Suite #2810, Honolulu, HI | www.TravelSpecialistsHawaii.com

CALL TODAY for these and other superb VALUES

\JASpecialists 808-538-1900
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Call today!

Ala Moana Hotel
is in full bloom.

Spring’s hete and a special kama‘aina rate has
blossomed. Steps from world-class shoppingg,

alamoans

Valil 3120 - 6717016 wocept 5: 28

808.985-4811 OAHU
otel.com

for details

dining and entertainment, we're the moslt
convenienl place to stay in
Honolulu. Call or visit online

rates from
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Kama'‘aina |
Knnu Tower

ALA MOANA HOTELL

The Kama‘aina Favonte

800-446-8990 N.I. Toll Free
410 Atkinson Diive, Honolulu, HI 96814
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