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come a long way, ba b
but it’s not all good news

‘By Julie ‘Kessler

-1 Nev. 27 of last year
“Eowrfote - dn - artxcle for
column titled’
' ow've come a long.
way, baby -which -discussed the -
-news that three.young wommen had
' Hrst-ever 1o _success-

Since- then I have recelved letters
from several readers, all of which
applauded. these brave and able
women. Two-ofthe:readers were re-
tired male mlhtary officers — oné a
“former marine, the other a retired
. naval officer — both of whom ex- _
tolled the virtues of the women with
whom they had proudly served,

-now Suffer from.heart at:tacks and



other illnesses in almost equal
" numbers to men; however, with
regard to heart disease and heart
attacks in women, there is often
an enormous disparity in the treat-

ment women receive over their.

male counterparts. This disparity
is twofold: Women are often treated
less aggressively for heart disease
) than men, and women are- also un-

ies that set protoeols fer Jetection
and treatment.

Given some of the other areas

}iln:-?whmh women have . made - sag-

for her partina terronst p]et.to kxIl
Lars Vitks, a Swedish cartoonist
~who  insulted many Muslims by
. rendermg a plcture of thes Prophet

: - life, pnor to her conver-

~4ionto Islam — rapes by her father
commeneing -in the second grade,

“stbsequent - prostitution, - severe
drug abuse and “failed marriages
—ultimately. made her particularty
vulnerable to becoming radicalized
by al-Qdida:operatives.

LaRose aligned herself wnth
violent .terrorisis who valued her
online predator skills. She then
flew to Europe-for her part-in.the
'plot to kill Vilks. After six weeks
‘in.Ireland and growing 1mpat1ent
‘with the slowness of the mission,
she retyrned to ‘the U.S. where she
was arrested. -

LaRose’s alleged handler in Ire-
land, Ali Damache, remains in jail
‘there ﬁghtmg extraditien. to- the
“U.S. However, another troubled
woman, Jamie Paulin-Ramirez, also

-

‘known as “Jihad Jamie,” originally

from Colorado, married Damache

in 2009 .after. meetmg him online. ..

-Pauhn-Ramlrez CWES sentenced

to -eight .years - in _'pﬁson ‘though-
-prosecutors sought-a-10-year term
‘because she took her 6-year-old-son
to Ireland where he was abused and

Given some
of the other
areas in .
which women
have made
significant
‘progress,’
having heart
attacks in
almost equal
numbers to
their male
counterparts
may actually be
the good news.

being trained to kill non-Muslims.
Then, of course, there is Saman-

tha Lewthwaite, who has become:

known' in-media circles as “The
White Widow.” This somewhat-odd
moniker was given to this British
woman following her husband’s par-
ticipation in the’ July 7, 2005, suicide
bombings in London, which killed
56 people and injured more than
700. A few days after the Westgate
Mall siege ended in Nairobi, Kenya,
in late September 2013, Interpol
issued an “international wanted

persons alert,” also-known as a “red

tiotice,” for Lewthwaite, stemming

“from Kenyan charges in December
2011 for possessmn of explosives

and- consplracy to commit a felony

. resultmg ffom an alleged bomb plot

in-Mombasa that police ultimately

foiled. Police also -believe that
Lewthwaite has links to al-Sha-

haab, the Somali militant group that

" carried out the attack at Westgate

Mall. Lewthwaite is also under in-

vestigation for alleged possession -

of a fraudulently obtained South
African passport, and for a possible
role in the Westgate Mall attack.
Interpol’s red. notice will circulate
to the organization’s 190 member
countries and will, in effect, act as
a global trip wire for Lewthwaite,
who is now deemed an international
fugitive. (By way -of background,
when she was 17 Lewthwaite appar-
ently became despondent over her
parent’s 1994 divorce and converted
to Islam; she then married the man
who became one of the four London
suicide bombers. Thereafter, she
moved to East Africa with her chil-
dren, where authorities believe she
commenced facilitating terrorist
activities in operational roles.)

So what do these women repre-
sent and what do they have in com-
mon besides thé horrid culmination

of impulses of the disenfranchised,.

the disappointed, the disillusioned
and the. dispirited? While -their
backgrounds — at least for LaRose
and Paulin-Ramirez — suggest
that their early years saw duffer-
ing unimaginable for adults, much
less children, they also suggest
something far more. That women,
the original keepers of hearth and
home, of motherhood, nurturing,
child-bearing and child-rearing,
will, when given the same oppor-

tunities as men, not only engage.

in precisely the same conduct (with

equal numbers of attendant heart

‘attacks apparently), but also do

equally as good a job as men will.
To include the good, the bad, and
the ugly.

From a . purely gender biased
standpoint, 1. would like-to engage
in 4 revefse separate but equal
doctrine {even though 1 know
intuitively this would never, ever
work). 1 would like to think that we
women can’t possibly be as good at
terrorism as our male counterparts,
that we simply don’t have it in our
psychological and/or genetic make-
up to-be the nextJihad Janet or Jen-
nifer {or Julie for that matter). But
alas; [ have hever béen-very good:-at
make-believe or magical thinking,

especially -‘when the hard facts of

reality are right in front of my eyes.
Yes, we have comea long way,
baby. A very, very leng way.

Julie L. Kessler is .an attorney
based in Manhatton Beach and is
the author of “Fifty-Fifty, The Clarity
of Hindsight.” She can be reached at
wuw JulieL Kessler.com.
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