
Classifieds/Jobs/Office Space : Experts/Services : MCLE : Search : Logout

Questions and CommentsMONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY TODAY

SEARCH/BACK to search results 

Julie L. Kessler is an attorney 
based in Manhattan Beach, a 
freelance writer for several 
publications and is the author of 
the award-winning book "Fifty-
Fifty, The Clarity of Hindsight." 
You can reach her at 
www.JulieLKessler.com.

This is the property of the Daily Journal Corporation and fully protected by copyright. It is made available only to Daily Journal subscribers for 
personal or collaborative purposes and may not be distributed, reproduced, modified, stored or transferred without written permission. Please click 
“Reprint” to order presentation-ready copies to distribute to clients or use in commercial marketing materials or for permission to post on a website. 

Friday, February 6, 2015

You've come a long way, baby — Part III 

The Bard wrote "Hell hath no 
fury like a woman scorned." In 
the context in which 
Shakespeare wrote that now 
overused sentence, he may 
have in fact been correct. 
However, that phrase has often 
now been replaced by "Never 
underestimate the power of a 
woman." That is truer today than 
perhaps at any other time in 

modern history. And sadly, not always in a good way. 

In this column in November 2013, I wrote about the first three women to ever 
successfully complete the punishing U.S. Marine Corps infantry course. It was a 
monumental step toward full integration of women in the U.S. military, and though it will 
take time, it will likely advance considerably gender equality in the armed forces. That's 
all good and was Part I. 

That article was preceded by a piece I wrote in October 2013, about the first four 
women to be licensed to practice law in Saudi Arabia. While that was a watershed 
moment in the kingdom's political/legal history, it was a somewhat Pyrrhic victory, as 
women in the kingdom are still not permitted to drive to the courthouses they may now 
enter by virtue of their genetic inheritance. (There is no actual traffic law prohibiting 
women from driving in the kingdom, but religious edicts are often interpreted to mean 
that women may not do so. And they have been routinely subject to prosecution when 
they do drive.) The jury is still out on what this "right" to practice for women means 
because of the strong resistance from the bench, the bar and clients. Seems good, but 
sadly, may end up making no difference. 

Then in January 2014, I wrote about Colleen LaRose, the Pennsylvania women who 
became a radical follower of Islam, dubbed "Jihad Jane," who was convicted and 
sentenced to 10 years for her part in a terrorist plot to kill Lars Vilks, a Swedish 
cartoonist who insulted many Muslims by rendering a picture of the Prophet 
Mohammed's head on a dog's body. At the time of La Rose's sentencing, her alleged 
handler, Ali Damache, was in jail in Ireland (where some of LaRose's terrorist activities 
took place). 

Then there was "Jihad Jamie," aka Jamie Paulin-Ramirez, originally from Colorado, 
who married Damache after meeting him online. Jihad Jamie was ultimately sentenced 
to eight years in prison after she took her then 6-year-old son to Ireland, where he was 
abused and trained to kill non-Muslims. 

We can't forget Samantha Lewthwaite, known in media circles as "The White 
Widow," a title given to this British woman following her husband's participation in the 
July 7, 2005, London suicide bombing which killed 56 people and injured over 700. Just 
following the Westgate Mall siege in Nairobi, Kenya, in late September 2013, Interpol 
issued an "international wanted persons alert," also known as a "red notice" for 
Lewthwaite, resulting from December 2011 charges of possession of explosives and 
conspiracy to commit a felony stemming from a bomb plot in Mombasa. Kenyan police 
also believe Lewthwaite has links to Somali militant group al-Shabaab that carried out 
the Westgate Mall attack. That's all bad and was Part II. 

Now in the news we have three other notorious women: Sajida al-Rishawi, Aafia 
Siddiqui and Hayat Boumeddiene. This is Part III, and it too is all bad. 

Rishawi had been arrested in 2005 after her explosives-laden belt failed to detonate 
during terrorist attacks on three hotels in Jordan's capital of Amman. She remained on 
death row until Wednesday, when she was executed by Jordan in retaliation for the 
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horrific immolation murder by the Islamic State of Jordanian Air Force pilot, First Lt. 
Muath al-Kasasbeh. (Rishawi's release had been sought by ISIS first in connection with 
negotiations for the release of Japanese reporter, Kenji Goto, who was beheaded.) 

Aafia Siddiqui was a graduate of Brandeis University and was convicted in 2010 on 
charges of attempting to kill a U.S. Army captain in Afghanistan. Siddiqui was 
sentenced to a minimum of 30 years in prison. ISIS then demanded her exchange in 
order to free journalist James Foley. The deal was never consummated and ISIS 
beheaded Foley. 

In connection with the massacre last month in Paris at satiric newspaper Charlie 
Hebdo and simultaneous murders at a Parisian kosher deli, Ms. Boumeddiene, wife of 
the deli shooter, Amedy Coulibaly, slipped into Syria via Spain and Turkey, just hours 
before the shooting rampage commenced. Though Boumeddiene was investigated by 
Parisian authorities several years ago, she served in the intervening years as the 
equivalent of a terrorist "girl Friday" - making hundreds of calls and meeting 
arrangements for Coulibaly via the wives of other would-be-terrorists. 

According to Duke University law school Professor Jayne Huckerby, women account 
about 10 percent of those joining ISIS from Europe and approximately 20 percent of 
those joining from France. And according to a 2012 study by the American 
Psychological Association, female terrorists are likely to be educated, employed and 
native residents of the country where they commit a terrorist act. This of course 
contradicts prior research that viewed female terrorists as socially isolated, uneducated 
and unemployed, and thus vulnerable to recruitment. 

Historically, women have been successful in gender stereotype exploitation to evade 
detection. While anti-terrorism activities are becoming more effective, clearly the 
conversation needs to be far more inclusive. 

The Terrorism Research & Analysis Consortium states that "Gender issues are not 
among the most discussed in suicide terrorism studies; here, just as in all literature on 
security, the experiences and roles of women have rarely been of interest. In the last 
few years, the situation in the academic debate has little changed despite the growing 
understanding that without consideration of gender, security is an empty concept." 

Looking back, one of the most ruthless female terrorists of all times was Fusako 
Shigenobu, known both as the "Red Queen of Terror," and the "Modern Mata Hari." 
Shigenobu was beautiful, college educated and fearless. She formed the Japanese 
Red Army while serving as liaison between the Japanese Red Army Faction and 
Palestinian terrorists. After more than 25 years on the run, most of it spent in the 
middle-east, in 2006 she was sentenced to 20 years in prison for kidnapping and 
attempted murder in connection with the 1974 attack on the French Embassy in The 
Hague. (During the decade plus of terror the JRA inflicted, it was also responsible for a 
mass shooting in 1972 at Lod Airport in Tel-Aviv that killed 26 people and injured 78, 
followed by another mass shooting at Istanbul's airport where four were killed and 20 
were injured, two major airline hijackings and several U.S. Embassy bombings. The 
JRA's last recorded attack was in 1988, when its members bombed a USO club in 
Naples, Italy, that killed five, including a U.S. servicewoman.) 

The international drug trade of course has spawned many women terrorists as well; 
but Elana Henao Beatriz, Sandra Avila Beltran, and Rosalie Garcia are the most 
infamous. All three women have been on Interpol's top ten list of most wanted 
international criminals. Beatriz, known as the "Queen of Amphetamines," is college 
educated and fluently speaks four languages. Beltran is known as the "Queen of the 
Pacific" and has a Wikipedia page, and in the 1990s, Garcia headed a deadly heroin 
ring in the Bronx. 

What all these women have in common is that they are hardly ignorant violets, 
shrinking under the influence and thumbs of the men with whom they commune. Nor 
are they rare birds in the terrorist aviary. These women are frightening criminals of the 
highest order and a force with which we must reckon. 

Women once again have proved that they are capable of joining ranks with some of 
the worst international criminal minds and can inflict pain and heartache in equal 
measure with their male counterparts. And anyone who thinks it will get better before it 
gets worse is in complete denial of just how far women have come since the days 
when that Madison Avenue executive came up with that lame slogan that lasted far 
longer than the cigarettes it advertised. 

Hell may indeed hath no fury, but man oh man, have we come a long way, baby. 

Julie L. Kessler is an attorney based in Manhattan Beach, a freelance writer for 
several publications and is the author of the award-winning book "Fifty-Fifty, The Clarity 
of Hindsight." You can reach her at www.JulieLKessler.com.
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