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1910, this palatial French neoclas-
sic structure with art nouveau de-
talls has an enormous vaulted
glass celling and houses a perma-
nent collection of more than 2,500
pleces. The Museo de Arte Con-
temporaneo Is connected to it and
houses another 2,000 paintings,

path at the La Burbuja Ski Center
provided spectacular views of
Osorno. As clouds started to roll
in at the ski center, the atmo-
sphere changed, resulting in a sun-
«dog — an optical phenomenon
where refracted light from Ice
crystals acts like a prism. To us
nonmeteorologist types It ap-
peared as an eerle, unexpected so-
lar eclipse.

At the Petrohue River the rapids
were Intensely cobalt. Our final

sculpturesand  stop In the region was Puerto
r—-1 v Y ph Varas, a ch lakefront town
W R Santlago's  possessinga strong Germanic ar-
N e
| | ARGENTINA neighborhood
A y provides great  The Chiloe Archi,
: # people watch- Crulsing southbound, the Chiloe
Ing near the Archipelago consists of a large is-
university, and  land and several small ones. On
at Patio Bel- maln Chiloe Island ts tiny capital,
lavistaalarge  Castro, has candy-colored, pastel-
selection of hued bulldings and Chlloe’s most
handicraft seminal landmark, Iglesia San Fran-
shops, restau-  cisco. With its neogothic facade
rantsand bars  constructed entirely from native
beckon to enjoy woods, this UNESC ted
an afternoon church bullt in 1910 was the brain-
piscosour—a  chlld of Itallan architect Eduardo
delightful, gin-  Provasoll.
ger-colored, Remarkably, there are 16 UNES-
brandybased  CO-protected churches In Chiloe
cocktail, that together make up a UNESCO
A90-minute  World Heritage Site.

barkation point for Silversea's Sil-
ver Explarer. We would head
southbound to the tip of South
‘America, ending In Ushuala, Argen-
tina, known as “the end of the
world.”
The Silver Explorer's 144-pass-
enger expedition ship is designed
to navigate remote waters in Jux-
ury with allsuite accommoda-
tlons, including a personal butler.
Onboard there was a small fitness
center and cigar and plano bar
lounges. There were also lectures
in marine blology, anthropology.
ornithology, geology and botany.
On our voyage there were 102
passengers, mainly Americans,
Canadians, Aussies and Swiss, in-
cluding six from Hawail.

south, we drove to the small city
of Valdivia, visiting the Mauriclo
Van de Maele Historical and An-
thropology Museum. Formerly the
home of German political exile
Carlos Anwandter, who founded
Chile’s first brewery, the building
has impressive period furnishings,
Including an unusual two-sided pi-
ano.

Valdivia's colorful central fish
market along the riverbank fea-
tured several salmon varieties
while enormous, goofy sea lions
loltygagged nearby hoping for
scr.

aps.
In Puerto Montt, snowcapped

Fujl. Osorno — which last erupted
In 1868 — is most impressive with

Lake and hiking along the ski-lift

Driving an hour west, we arrived

SO Chiloe Nal ark t 1k the
_verdant hillsides and vineyarrds. at Chiloe gmag to walk H
brought us to Valparaiso, theem-  Tepu: . With 300 rainy days a

year In the region, shades of emer-
ald and fade prevalled. In the park
are pudu deer, Darwin's frogs and
gato colocalo (wildcats). A vast
wealth of flora and fauna included
nalca plants that resembles kale
but possesses leaves the size of
tuan golf umbrellas. Just as
Hawallans use ti leaves for Imu,
Chileans use nalca to cover their
enquentros (underground ovens).

Northern Patagonia

As we passed through the En-
glish Narrows — indeed narrow at
540 feet wide — breakfast was
busy. First a pod of Commerson's
dolphins — with distinct panda-
like coloring — swam along side
the Silver Explorer, followed by
several Magellanic penguins diving
for thelr own breakfast. Afterward
Ienjoyed a fascinating lecture on
Charles Darwin’s contemporary
Alfred R. Wallace, author of the
stilin-print “The Malay Ar-
chipelago,” first pub-
lished in 1869, which
influenced Joseph
Conrad's “Heart
of Darkness.”

gonta (ce fleld
and named after
mountaineer Pope
Pius Xi (also called
Bruggen Glacler). At 488
square miles It's the largest gla-
cler fn South America.

In Zodiac boats from our ship
and decked [n waterproof pants,
several top layers, hats and
gloves, It was a chilly 35 degrees.
Within 200 feet of Pio XI. we

stop) 08, , snow startedTallingand ™~
:;'.::: ofUsh- '} another Zodiac approached  out came hats and gloves. Ten
tine ap(hl‘ Arg m“ with Silver Explorer executive chef minuites later the weather pattern
ts portion of Pla aboard. Like a fantasy, she reversed and off came the accou-
Tiera del Fuego, handed us glasses of champagne  trements.
s also | and macadamila nut cookies. Ex- Punta Arenas’ Museo Saleslano
the “end of the plorer Ferdinand Magellan no had an excellent collection of re-
Earth,” top. doubt would have swooned indis-  glonal wildlife taxidermy and arti-
Ab belleving decadent delight. facts of Indigenous peoples. Also
splres “',"Hm:m With massive sapphire-tinged on display were several photos by
filaclerare the spires, Plo Xl1s I and in- priest Alberto Ma-
largest In Soutk tensely beautiful. Here one canex-  ria de Agostinl that resulted In the
America at 488 perlence glacier calving, where the  production of several regional
square miles. glacler reachestheseaand large  maps.
Below, a vege- Ice pleces break free and float ‘The last full sea day we crulsed
tnrhn’dld: pre- away. The astoundingly loud crack  amid the Garibaldi Fjord, arriving
pared b of calving Is heard before breakage at the massive Garibaldi Glacler.
St y..su_ Is seen. The temperature was around 35
fre exoce Ex- A thunderous rumble is fol- degrees but felt colder as the wind
emllmve Iq.“ :l Pla. lowed by a tumbling explosionas ~ whistled and snow started falling.
Ice separates and crashes Into the  The Silver Explorer floated amid
water, followed by several waves,  fcebergs the size of Volkswagens as
It's remarkably akin to Mother Na-  our Zodlac sped away toward the
ture sounding off warning shots to glacler. An enormous condor flew
Father Time Indicating potential overhead, and several calvings oc-
danger lurking In the foreground.  curred, resulting in wave sets. It
At the gangway on return, the was an otherw experience.
w, crew plied us with hot hand tow- Ushuala, the world's southern-
‘\,’ els and steaming apple tea. In con-  most city and capital of the Argen-
tinuing natural grandeur, likean  tine portion of Tlerra del Fuego,
orchestral crescendo,ahuge  served as Argentina’s prison be-
' rainbow caressed a moun- tween 1906 and 1947. 1t also serves
tain peak just near thegla-  as the final jumping polnt for ships
cler's western edge. departing for the Falklands, Shet-
lands, South Georgia and Antarc-
Southern Patagonia tica.
and Tierra del Fuego As we disembarked, | thought of
Theedge of PuertoNa- all the natural marvels we had ex-
tales sits on Ultimo Esper- . I remembered Anre

.
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herd of guanacos — cute members
of the camelld family that possess
an ablding love of long-distance
spitting at humans from deep
within one of thelr four stomachs.
Having already showered. | care-
fully avolded their spitshot.

Though November marks the be-
ginning of Southern Hemisphere
springtime, as we entered the park
It started to snow. In typlcal Patago-
nlan fashion, all four seasons seem
to pass In a day. Passing ethereal

ting the hillsdes. We hiked 20 min-
utes up — easy on rough shale rock
—to the mineral+ich turquoise
Salto Grande waterfall. At the hill's
bottom a lone orange-breasted,
long-talled meadowlark posed re-

, gallyfor photos.

Several black-necked swans wel-
comed us as we returned to the Sil-
ver Explorer.

As the ship passed through the
Kirke Narrows, we collectively
held our breaths. Though the mea-
sured width Is 450 feet, the actual
Ppassage Is 240 feet, making this
transition especially delicate given
the currents,

Arriving in Punta Arenas, we
donned sunglasses for a sunny
stroll through the town, which
possesses some excellent exam-
ples of French neoclassical archi-
tecture Within three minntes skies

anza — known as “last hope™
— as the body of water bearing
the last hope for early explorers
searching for the Strait of Magel-
lan. This small town with a grassy
square, church and a few bars and
restaurants is the jumping polnt
for Torres del Paine National Park
70 miles away.
As we made our way toward the
park, woolly Merino sheep grazed
on lush hills. Onward we came to a

perienced.

Stevenson's words, “The seals as
near as we come to another
world.” Nowhere Is this truer than
In Patagonla.

Julie L. Kessler is a travel writer,
legal columnist and attorney now
based in Los Angeles and the auttior
of the award-winning book “Fify-
Fifty: The Clarity of Hindsight.” She
can be reached at Julie@
VagabondLawyer.com.-



