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Courses and courts

or serfous goll and ten-
F nis aficionados, lew

places comypare with
Mauna Kea Beach Hotel on
Hawait island's Kohala
Coast.

The course, designed by
Robert Trent Jones Sr., rests
atop old fava flelds. it offers
stunning visuals at every
hole, Impeccably main-
tained. the challenging 18-
hole course features 99
bunkers and was named one
of America’s 100 greatest
public golf courses by Golf
Digest.

As an avid player, | was
howied over by the Seaside
Tenvis Club — 11 acean
edge courts on an ancient
lava field — without doubt,
the most beautiful place ['ve
played. No surprise that Ten-
nis ResortsOnline 2016 ranks
it No. 1 in the world for set-
ting. 1 joined longtime tennis
pro Craig Pautler (or an ex-
cellent hall-hour tune-up,
then he let me crash the reg-
ular “Lovely Lava Ladies” Fri-
day workout.

Pautler corralled me for
another game later that day.
So. in an act of pure

getaways

sell-preservatlon, ] headed
to Mandara Spa for a lomi-
lom} massage.

The resort also has a well-
equipped fltness center with
ahost of classes: yoya, spin-
ning. hody sculpting andl
aqua fit. Whicl is a goodl
thing, hecause the Copper
Bar’s artisanal cocktails, like
Mauna Kea Mule — made
with Pau Vodka and home-
made ginger beer — chased
with alti poke tacos and
Nutella-graced malasadas.
make “dlet” a fourdetter
word.

At Manta, the resort’s AAA
Four Diamond-award restau-
rant, chef Rio Miceli's Kauai
shrimp in Ko Chi Jun mango
vinaigrette on soba was out-
standing,. A few feet beyond
the water's edge were sev-
eral enormous manta rays
enjoying their own meal of
the Pacific’s plentiful plank-
ton.

With activitles {or every
taste a few dayse at the
Mauna Kea Beach Hotet ls a
perlect staycation. as cou-
firmed by its many repeat
guesls.

IFYOURO...

Mauna Kea
Beach Hotel

>> Where: 62-100
Mauna Kea Beach
Drive. Kohata Coast

>> Information: 882-
7222, MaunaKea
BeachHotel.com

Top photo: Snow-
topped Mauna Kea,
seen In the distance, Is
where locals go to cart
snow to sea level,
much to the delight of
the kelkl. At left, golf-
ers must shoot over
the water to the green
on hole 3 at Mauna
Kea's golf course, 272
yards from the origi-
nal tee. Above, the sun
shimmers behind the
Uncrulse's Safarl Ex-
plorer near the Kona
Coast. Uncruise offers
seven-day, all-inclu-
slve trips from the Big
Island to Molokal and
back.

Snorkelers and
seafarers

or lhose with sea legs
Fand an adventurous

splrit. o week with Un-
cruise. ahoard its 145Hoot,
36-passenger Safari Explorer.
is a good call. This 97+ton ex-
pexittion ship sails from Ha-
wall island’s Kawaihae to
Molokai's Kaunakakai. stop-
ping at nature spots and
ports on Maul and Lanai for
a host of naturalist and cul-
tural actlvities.

While the bartender can
make neon drinks with
swirly umbrellas, this is not
the typical cruise crowd.

Instead. guests are active,
and they partake in snorkel-
ing, kayaking, paddleboard-
ing. outrigger canoeiny
and skiffing. During the week
1 sailed. 25 passengers were
aboard: Amerlcans, Canadi-
ans and Australians. 40 to 70
years old and willing to try
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The ship had a library
stocked with Hawail history
books, DVDs for in-room
TVs. and a lounge piano that
was played impromptu by
able passengers. On the sun
deck were an elliptical,
rower and sote [ree
welghts, Staterooms were
small but comfortable and
hact plenty of storage space.

Gettinyg dressecl up meant
donning clean boardshorts
and linding your slippers.
Uncruise’s staff, including
naturalists on hoard and| lo-
cals at various destInations.
were knowledgeable and
soon felt like extended fam-
ily intent on sharing thelr
aloha for the isfands.

Mornings usually slarted
at 7 with yoga on the sun
cleck. Depending on the
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swells. some normally easy
poses were challenging and
often not pretty, but a great
way to start the day and lim-
ber up i the fresh alr.

Food on board was very
good, with lish sustalnably
sourced and beef locally
procured. Talented chef
Mark Young often made gas-
tronomic plays on local
dishes, such as serving cur-
ry-aced venison loco moco,
snow crab seaweed salad.
baked walu with hlack rice,
seared ahi salad Nicoise,
lamb lollipops and Vietnam-
ese chicken sandwiches, At
breakfast there were daily
specials of Portuguese sau-
sage or Spam scrambles but
also brioche French toast
and macadamia nut pan-
cakes. There were always
made-to-order substitutes
available If preferred.

On night two we were
treated to a manta ray lec-
ture by fan Roussopolous, a
witty, University of Califor-
nia at Santa Cruz-tralned ma-
tlne biologist with Kona
Dive Co. The talk was fol-
lowed by a gulded night
snorkel trlp alongside the
massive animals, which can
live 70 to 90 years.

To snorkel Kealakekua
Bay we took a zippy. 300~
horsepower Zodlac with Ha-
waii skipper Preston Luta,
whose X+ay vision found
humphack whales and bot-
tlenose dolphins long before
anyone else, Snorkeling this
healthy reserve we saw mo-
ray eels and turtles.

Several breathtaking sites:
the blowhole. lava tube-
laced wrotto and enormous
lava formations resembling
Pele lying on her side pe-
fected the clay.

Following a stroll in Kona,
I returned by skiff to a real
treat. Danny Akaka Jr. and
his lovely wife, Anna. were
regaling passengers with an-
clent Hawailan stories, heau-
tiful ukulele music and
heartfelt hula. During dinner
we spoke of our varlous
travels and their time spent
aboard the voyaging canoe
Hokule'a.

Crossing the usually
rougth Alenulhaha Channel
to Maui was smooth, and we
anchored close to the cres-
cent-shaped islet Molokini.
We paddled kayaks to Maul's
south coast along Makena's
Little Beach, where those
who shouldn't still sunbathe
au naturel. Ending at Make-
na's Big Beach, we took kay-
aks back to the Explorer,
then jumped overboard to
cool off.

Though mid-December
there were already plenty of
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The author gets a big, wet kiss from Ltho, a male bot-
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tlenose

Aalahi

320 pound:

, at Dolphin

Quest, a great experience for young and young at

heart at the Kahala Hotel.

whales breaching and tob-
Dblng their flukes along Auau
Channel. One juvenile swam
back and forth just under
the bow more than a dozen
times before disappearing,

Heading toward West
Maul, Mala Wharl provided
great snorkeling amid sev-
eral turtles and a couple of
white-tlp sharks. Pactdle-
Dboarding kept me busy until
ttme for another great lunch.
Taking a skiff into Lahalna
town gave me the chance to
meet old friends at Frida’s
Mexlcan Beach House for
margaritas, That evening an
informative slide presenta-
tion on the Hokule'a's
globe-crossing voyage was
shown.

Crossing to Lanai, we ar-
rived at Lanai City with Its
tiny but wellcurated Culture

Uncruise

Seven-day, all-inclu-

sive salling

>> When: Novem-
ber-April

>> Information: 862-
8881 or Uncruise.
com

Danny Akaka Jr. serenades Uncruise guests on board
while his wife, Anna, performs hula for guests.

& Heritage Center, which
preserves its history as a
pineapple plantation town.
We then drove down to Hu-
lopoe Beach conservation
area, where spinner dol-
phins showed off belore we
trekked up to Puupehe
(Sweetheart Rock), where
legend has it a young prin-
cess drowned In high surf,
prompting her distraught
suitor to jump from the 80-
foot rock to his demise.

On Molokal we drove to
Halawa Valley. the oldest Ha-
watiian settlement. There,
kumu Piipo Solatorio — the
last person born In Halawa
and who can trace his family
back 50 generations —
shared his remarkable expe-
riences surviving the 1946
tsunaml.

The last alternoon we
headed to Kalaupapa Penin-
sula. With only six Hansen's
disease patients remaining.
the area one day will revert
to parkland. With that, a dil-
ficult chapter of Molokai and
Hawaii's history will close,
while the memory of its
many residents. including
Saints Darnien and Mari-
anne, wilt live on for genera-
tions to coine.

Enjoying a traditional
patna at Molokal Museum
with Auntie Noe Kellikipi
making some wonderful
luau dishes was a periect
ending to a lovely week,

The Gathering Place
here are certainly sev-

I eral sparkly new dia-

monds on Oalu:
however. Kahala Hotel & Re-
sort has the exalted lrifecta
of history. location and pa-
nache that can’t be repll-
cated.

Openad in 1064 by Hilton
to great fanfare, it changed
hands three times and Is
now owned by Resorttrust
Hawali. which wants to pre-
serve [ts unique stature
among locals and tourlsts
alike. Just off the lobby Is a
photoe history walt with
snapshots of celebrity
guests: Hilo Hattle, Danny
Kaleikini, Don Rickles, Eliza-
heth Taylor, Vicky Lawrence
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Kahala Hotel

and Resort

>> Where: 500 Kahala
Ave.

>> [nformation: 739~
8888, KahalaResort.
con

and many others.

There's a unique quality
about Kahala that always
makes it a joy to be there,
Whether you are aclive. re-
laxing or dining, it never
gels tirlng no matter how of-
ten you go.

Dinner at Hoku's is an ex-
travaganza. An excellent In-
tematlonal wine list
beautllully complements
chef Hiroshl Inoue's divine
creatlons, some of which are
too pretty to eat. But{ aver-
came the beauty. His sublime
Ahi Poki Musubi — flash-
[ried with sesame seeds —Is
nothing like my Auntie Lel-
lanl ever made (sotry. Aun-
tle). [fthe {ole gras with
crushed Kona coffee
espresso beans was a mar-
riage made in heaven, then
the Kahala Seafood Wrap —
scallops, king crabs, lime ieaf
In an ambrosial broth — was
its golden anniversary.

Channeling my Inner echo-
location. ljolned a foursome
for a 30-minute Dolphin En-
counter. No matter how olten
you see these bottlenose
beauties while surfing or sall-
Ing, getttng up close and per-
sonal Is altogether dilferent.
Al sea their size Is camou-
flaged; the two | encoun-
tered, brothers Liho and
Kolohe, were 320 and 420
pounds, respectively, with
satinlike skin. And kissing
one Is a joyful experience,

Eating at the beachside
Plumeria, well known for its
brunches and weekend sea-
food buifets. is conslstently
delightful, Fortunately, those
comfortable beach loungers
are just a stone’s throw away.

The Kahala Spa treatment
roomns are enormous. with
private Jacuzzi tub. shower
and bathroom. soothingly
decorated in cherry wood. A
therapist named Saori pro-
vided the best therapeutic
massage ['ve ever had.

Kahala Resort possesses
genuine aloha spirit, fabled
history and an ethereal loca-
ton, Rlessed by Mother Na.
ture and thankfully
unchanged by Father Time,
Kahala will always be metno-
rable.

Julie L Kessler is a travel
wriler, attorney and legal col-
umaist bused in Los Angeles,
and the author of “Fiftv-Fifty:
The Clarity of Hindsight. " She
can be reached at Julie@
VagabondLawyer.com
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}: 2017 SUMMER ULTIMATE SCHOOL BREAK

Tokyo DizneyLand, Tokyo DisneySen, Hozu &
World Heritage Sites), Universal Studios & Ofaka Aqua

Several manta rays 100 £An rl orscooet
enjoy thelr dinner of B 1 maaT Dalees Gmeeriay fefs
EARLY SPAING FLOWERS & ONSEN
Paclfic plankton right MAR 5-1 (1 DAYS)
In front of Mauna Kea
Beach Hotel's AAA phatobv i
Four Dlamond restau- %m SHBAZANUAA
Z3-WAY 4 (12 DAYS)
rant, aptly named HOXMAIDG, KYUSHY, SHIKOKY
Manta. I GREEN RAIL
MAY 6-21 (13 OAYS)
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EXCITING SUMMER JAPAN
UM 29-JULY 11 (13 DAYS)

LEISURELY HOWMAIDO
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SEPT. 25-0CT. 6 {12 DAYS!
HOKKAIDO NATURE CIRCLE TOUR
SEPT 20-0CT. 8 (12 DAYS)
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HONKAIDO MO HARU: May 16,(10 days)
NEWW’S%W&BH

PENBNSULA:
NEW ROAD 70 BOSO May 1912
(12 days)
DEEP N July 2 (12 days)
AUTUMN HOKIGAIDO & TOHOKL: Oct 12 (12 days)
Qaranised

AUTULEN TOKAIDO QDYSSEY TOUR #2 Oct 30 (13 days)
AUTURIN MAPLE KDREA: October 31 1Iﬁdays)
Grarardoed - Sarts

AUTUNDY NSHOM KAK Nov 6 (14
ﬂ..%"’l CH
JOURNEY THROUGH 2L & K PENINSULA Oct 24 (13 daye)
ENTERTAINMENT SPECTACULAR
Nov 8 (9 days)
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VACAHON
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tax and fces included

Stay in hotels like the Hard
Rock, Fremont or the Westgate!
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808-369-7919

hawalivegasdeals.com

E S Inte national Tours

TARSTSS www.esitour.com

Speclakized in lador-made lour packsnks for different interasts.

8-Day Colors of Tokyo T-Day Sydney Tour
Tokpo » Mkko » Kamakura « Hase| o 1 ¢yiiny & Melbourna
15-Day Now Zealand Tour @-Day New Zealand North Island
9-Day New Zealand South Istand

(Oueensiouwn » Millord Soond » Frans
Josat « Chrtplchurch « Welingion = | 1650y Magnificent New Zosland
11-Day Hokkaido Summer Tour

Napler » Rotorua » Aucklend
Japan 101 Tour :~3-v ;-:m 1:1 ,
-Day Talwan Round island Tolr
Ositka, Kyoto, Nara, | PPaemmetasm
LI ELCLER T |11-0ay Vietnam Tour
14-Day Vietnam and

Anghor Wat Tour % i

6 Nights / B Days - 9 Meals (6 Breakfasts, 2 Lunches & 1 Dinner)

| Tour #1: June 01 - 08, 2017 - Tour Manager: Marie Kanealil-Ortiz

. Tour #2: June 08 - 15, 2017 - Tour Manager: Bemie Matsumura - Guaranteed!
Tour #3: June 15 - 22, 2017 « Tour Manager: Dennls Kawahara
Tour #4: July 23 - 30, 2017 + Tour Manager: Marle Kanealll-Ortiz - Guaranteed!

Complete Packages! $3,375°

-

Visit: Tokyo DisneyLand, Tokyo DisneySea, Golden

Paviltion (UNESCO), Kiyomizu Temple (UNESCO), Hozu River
Downstream Cruise, Torroko Train, Arashiyama Bamboo
Forest, Universal Studios Japan, Osaka Aquarium, Dotonborl
Shopping, Shinsaibashi Shopping, AEON Mall Shopping

* Per person based on double occupancy. Indudes all airline taxes and lees



