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The Westfield Tower
Eye with viewing plat-
form stands more than
1,000 feel ahove the
hearl of Sydney’s cen-
ral business district,

IFYOUGO ...

Sydney

~ - The hest way: Hawailan

Altlines. Virgin Australla

and Jelstar have nonstup

selvice starting al $908

round 11,

~~ Getling e ound: The

best way to see Sydney is

by fool. The meliarall nel-

wotk called Sydnev Tralns

Is easy. hequent and conve-

nlent. Taxls ale metered

and plentiful, even duting

tush hour,

WHERE TO STAY:

>> The Inteveontnental
Totel, a stone's throw
fiom the Opera House,
haibor and Botanle Gai-
den, is bullt around the
heiltagelisted {851
Tieasury Building. Dou-
bles starl at $241; 117
Macquarie St
Intercontinental com,

>~ Fon the uberdrendy, the
QT Sydney 1ocks, Next
to State Theater, near
Hyde Park. shopping and
A I5aminute walk to Cir-
cular Qnay, QT was bullt
I the former Gowings
departiment slote
Reoms are spaclous,
eclectically bip and con-
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Unlversity of Hawall Ralnbow Wartior running
hack Steven Lakalaka enjoys Sydney near Harbor

Bridge.

Fabiy Itar loars minibar
Iepns suech a4 ener-
ey b e Uchan
span Rowoins starl o $214
Tnnehonings WEFL 40 M-
ket St T Thbebamd
Tl ean),

WHERE TO EAT:

~> Bennelong, Sycdney Op-
era House, Bennelong
comau

<« Anasun. 5/23 Barangalon
Ave, Ahason.coman

== Cliswick at e Gadlery,
| At Gallery Rowul,
Chiswiek retamanl,
commg
Moy, 1 Bl Stywset, one-
hentstielenman

= bk Fomald 5 Hall St
bl connan

= Slee Alley KoptTiam

Tt Astlan, hanwler-style
vl dining: 18 Kew
singhon S, kenainglon
Al eoinan
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“the line wines  tasted in

HAWAII’'S BACKYARD
Luxury hotel on Oahu offers
exclusive touts of 2 historic
homes >> G3

SIGNS OF HAWANAN LIFF. >= G5
LAS VEGAS ADVISOR ~>
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unter Valley, Sydney Is a

N\ city that Just gets better with age

Art lover's mocea

Wear Hle Hnlversity of Sy
oy — Auslralin's (st cod-
Pegger, lentgmied termimie
o el el Camby ldgge — 15
Newtown nelghbothood, Pos-
sl architectime amld plas-
tenwa k lsprtied foom ealy
[J an seliferment, e itz
a i) intgrants,
Toekers, gotls and prnks el
whio teft fhele slightly rallish ’
mark. Now there's o lively Ro-
Temian chanm with et
stions, Bookslones, ¢op gal-
Tevies, eafes and several so-
¢lally consclous stones like
King Street's Soctal Outfit. a
label that educates and employs telugees
and recent migrants, The label's silk cluth-
Ing and home gnods are both beauliful and
alfordable

Along other Newtnwn shieels, lhere's an
abundance of street at, contesy ol local
tag artlsts commissioned hy the city to
beaulify building walls that would ntlier-
wise fall prey to gialfiti. In tacil complielly.
once those inurals are completed, walls 1~
main untagged

Convenlenily. { yeached Black Star Pashy
|ust as it staited to 1aln. Here a culthke lol-
lowing comes to eat lls sliawherry water-
melon ynse watey cake. Originally
concocled as a favor for a filend's wedding,
loday Black Star has (hree Sydney locations
selling 20,000 slices a week of this hand-cul
cake

Another creative nelghbmhoad also on
Sydney's soulhern edge is Chippendlale.
Originally home 1o Carlton & Unlted Brew-
ery. along with 19th-aud 20thenlny
shims, plague and hosts ol motley chatac-
ters, taday Il has gentililed into a cool pre-
cinet withoul losing Its artsy vibe. More than
a duzen galleries Inhabil a few blacks Most
notable: contemparary Chinese art at White

‘.
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Rahbll Gallery. Spot 81 had
an exeefbent oollection of Anl-
wnosre Zulin covamiben, and -
vigton Streed Ginllery shings
Il i it
AT el o e Ryl Flo-
vl Giarehen, thae Art Gallery
of MW s o peematien| col-
tection of Asian, Aborighil
el Toyprest Shrlsdie Bbagielor vt
~ natagnificent schting. With
0 bemporary eschiibts anmu-
Aty Nweres art fon everyane |
ws ooy toveatel e mil-
taneling Frivla Kabilo ol |-
Hilldtdon.

A foodie’s nirvana

Sydney’s [ood and wine scene Is world
class, with no shoitage of Innovative, lanm-
to-table and cieative culsine combnations

Followhag a long walk by The Rocls and
Cireutar Quay witli spectacular views of
Sydney’s glotlous hathnr. lenleted Ben-
nelang restaurant. nslde the iconle Sydney
Opera House. Feellng like | was dining under
{he luxury sails ol a massive boat. | sat at
the Ciied and Caltured Counter, walching
the chels wark deltly while wondering how
they still possessed fingers. The Red-Claw
Yabbles {c1ayllsh) se1 ved with lemon mai-
malade., cultwed cream and buckwheat
pickelets were nutstanding, ditto the
roasted cariot salad bestde sheep-milk feta
adovned Inshenry caiamel diessing

With floor-ta-celling windows, Chiswick ab
the Gallery lakes advantage of spectacular
views. An adjacent kilchen g den ex-
plained the foad's fieshness. The hon-
ey-toasted pumpkin with holy goat cheese
and plckled aby turnips were divine
Grilled prawns with pine nuts and heh loom
tomaloes exploded with flavor.

I Sydney's new Barangarno precinct, a

Please see SYDNEY, (id



SYDNEY

Contineed from G1

former container wharf re-
designed into a harbor head-
land. I found Anason, a
Turkish restaurant headed
by chef and cookbook au-
thor Somey Sivrioglu. The
juicy. no-knife-needed lamh
neck fillet served on an egg-
plant begendli with pome-
granate seeds and gtilled
artichoke had me surrendler-
ing to my inner Anatolian.

No. | Bent Street is an-
othey delightful restaurant
ser'ving small plates to he
shared. Highlights were the
tuna tataki and grilled squid
with chorizo.

On the hunt in Hanter
Valley

Just two hours north of
Sydney. the drive to Hunter
Valley is easy — once you
remember to stay on the
wrong ... that is, the left side
of the road. Amid bucdlic
rolling hills, meandering
vineyards and kangatoos
aplenty. some fantastic ap-
pellations await.

When visiting a tasting
rooin anywhete in the
world. normally I find two or
three samples to my liking
ouf of a lengthy selection. At
our first stop at the Mc-
Guigan family’s Tempus Two
tin Pokolbin, 1iked all 10
samples poured. Stellar
standouts were the 2015 Se-
millon for which the Hunter
Valley is well known. and the
2014 Shiraz. which cellar
manager Daniel Briant said
was the best vintage since
1969. My swooning nearly
became embatrassing,

A few doors down, the
Smelly Cheese Shop has an
excellent selection of domes-
tic and imported cheeses. ol-
ives and other perfect
accouterments to accom-
pany those gratifying grapes.

My second stop was
Keith Tulloch Winery. Un-
like many dark tasting
rooms, Tulluch possesses
grand, floor-to-ceiling
French doors with large ve-
randas and alry vistas of the
Brokeback Mountains and
vineyards, no doubt in-
spired by Keith's wife's len-
ure as a Laura Ashley
designer in London.

Tulloch was the perfect lo-
cation for wine and choco-
late pairing, since Cocoa Nib.
an artisan shop heacled by
chocolate queen Aymee
Slaveiro, is downstairs, A
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Sydney’s iconic Opera House by day.

IFYOU GO ...
Hunter Valley

WHERE TO STAY:

Chateau Elan, set amid vineyards and a Greg Nor-
man-designed golf course, has abundant resident kan-
garoos milling about with themed guest tooms — mine
was Anmisterdam — complete with books and films on
Holland. Rooms start at $179 inclucing Wi-Fi; | Vintage
Drive, Rothbury, Chateauelan.com.aul.

TASTING ROOMS

(Mostly called cellar doors in Sydney-speak).

> Tempus Two, corner of Broke & McDonalds roads,
Pokolbin, Tempustwo.com.au

»> Keith Tulloch, Hermitage Road. Pakolbin,

keithtullochwine.com

~»> Usher Tinkler Wines, 47 McDonalds Road, Pokolbin,

ushertinklerwines.com
WHERE TO EAT

>> EXP Restaurant, inventive farm-to-table cuisine
with flve- or eight-course tasting menus paired with
premium Qakvale wine selections prepared by
Frank Fawkner, a chef who clearly loves his calling.
1596 Broke Road. Pokolbin, exprestaurant.com.au

»» Peterson’s Champagne House for breakfast amid
the vines with excellent blush sparkiing wine,
Broke Road & Wine Country Drive. Pokolbin,

petersonhouse.com.au

For more information: visitnsw.com

plate of crisp lemon pralines,
Malthu white chacolate, and
banana-spiced and orange
chocolate bonbons was
paired with 2015 and 2016
Semillons, a 2013 Kester Shi-
raz and a 2014 Botrytis “No-
ble Rot” Semillon. This was a
chocoholic venophile’s mar-
riage macde in heaven.

The most unique
wine-tasting experience in
the region is Usher Tinkler's,
where tasting is convened in
a church built in 1905, Origi-
nal stained-glass windows
and period decor, including
a working vinyl player, set
the tone for good wines with
fabulous salami and cheese
boards. LaTur. a hifecta of
creamy goat, sheep and cow
cheeses from llaly's

Piemonte region, when
paired with locally sourced
Paxton honey and Tinkler's
“Nose to Tail.” comprising
70 percent Semillon and

30 percent Chardonnay. ls a
nearreligious experience.
For a more tracitionai reli-
glous experience, in July
1925 chef Daniel Shafer’s fi-
ance's grandparents Doro-
thy Locock and Lewis Kilner
were imarried precisely
where we were toasting
their union.

The Sydney Cup

Up to now football in Aus-
tralia meant soccer. How-
ever, with the 2016 NCAA
college fuothall season
opening at Sydney's Anzac
Stadiun. featuring a game

between the University of
Hawaii Rainbow Warriors
and University of California.
Berkeley. Golden Bears,
American-style football is no
longer a stranger Down Un-
der.

For thls inaugural Sydney
Cup, more than 61,000 came
to watch, including many
American fans and alumni
arriving by car or by Syd-
ney’s convenient rail system.,

The 2000 Olympics show-
case stadium. Anzac has all
the bells and whistles. While
that was insufficient to make
my Hawaii alma mater win,
there were at least two UH
fan winners in the crowd:
Emma Allen said yes during
halftime when Benjie Sac-
chetta proposed in front of
thousands. Just like in the
game of life. one must al-
ways look at the bright side.

Bondi and eastern
beaches

No trip to Sydney would
be complete without a day
at famous Bondi, just 20
minutes from Sydney’s cen-
ter. At Bills Bondli. the fluffy
hanana ricotta hotcakes
with hioney-caramelized but-
ter left me gicldy.

Walking down Campbell
Parade, the Bondi Public
School holds a Sunday open
market where, among tradi-
tional crafts. new designers
showcase their creations
alongside taror card readlers
who night suggest along
walk is in order.

Embarking on the “Bondi
to Coggee Coastal Walk,” [
traversed nearly 4 miles
with hundreds of locals and
their four-legged compatri-
ots. Along stunning panora-
mas, bays, cliffs and rock
pools, I passed through the
hilltop Waverly Cemetery,
arguably the most gorgeous
resting place on the
planet.

At Coggee | was treated to
alively concert of Lebanese
music by the proprietors of
Knafeh Jerusalem Street
Food, a mobile vutdoor bak-
ery set in a shipping con-
tainer transtorined with
street art. Thus ended a per-
fect day that encled a perfect
week,

No matter how you
choose to spend your time
in Sydney. when it comes
time to leave, you niight be
afflicted with dreains of ex-
patriating. Fair dinkum —
it's true — as Aussies say.
Insteacl, perhaps you can
swiltly start planning an-
other Sydney sojourn.



