Rediscovering the road to Mandalay:

Cruising the Irrawaddy River
st A
udyard Kipling, Somerset  spent the next
geOr-  under h t.In 1991 she re-
well of ceived th Peace Prize and

Myanmar
Burma— achieved its Indepen- 2.9 million in 2016. This fragile fox-
dence from Britain in 1948, but it trot has been exacerbated by the
has hardly been smooth sailing August 2017 Rohingya rebel attack
since. In 1988, Aung San Suu Kyi. Rakh-

i/}




E6 > HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER >> SUNDAY 12/17/17

MYANMAR

Continued from E1

INDIA

Myanmar

of military ethnic cleansing. In
Myanmar, one thing is crystal
clear: life is complicated and mul-
tifaceted.

Long Inspired by writers' depic-
tions and Intrepid travelers, | de-
cided it was time to see |f the
Myanmar of my literary dreams
was matched by Myanmar today.

Mandalay: Myanmar’s
second largest city

The Mandalay Hill Resort's cen-
tral location made seeing the city’s
sites a snap. Climbing the watch-
tower at the 1990s reconstruction
of the Royal Palace provided a
good view of
the city and the
40 timber bulld-

A Ingsthat resem-

CHINA N ble the original
1850s struc-
tures. Some in-
teresting perlod
furnish al-

200 miles
e
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world's largest pile of bricks.
Built for the beloved wie of

vaged from
King Mindon’s.
period are in
the small, at-
tached mu-
seum, along
with old photos
of the royals.

Unlike most
Burmese mon-
asteries, Man-
dalay’s Golden
Palace Monas-
tery Is not gold
atall, but covered in a cornucopla
of intricately detailed teak carv-
ings. Nearby. Kuthodaw Pagoda's
729 inscribed, massive marble
slabs, each In its own stupa, or
temple, comprise the entirety of
Buddhist scriptures. When King
Mindon assembled 2,400 monks in
1871 1t took them six months of
us relay reading to com-
plete the carvings, which have
been dubbed the world’s biggest
book.

Driving 45 minutes to the
launch, I boarded the RV Kalaw
Pandaw riverboat to begin a sev-
en-day journey on the Irrawaddy
River. This important 1,348-mile
waterway was Kipling's “road” to
Mandalay.

Built in 2014, Pandaw’s 187-foot
riverboat has hardwood floors
and 18 air-conditioned staterooms
with deliriously comfortable beds,
marble-countered bathrooms with
large showers, generous closet
space and plenty of outlets. The
riverboat has a large, open deck
stern for outdoor dining, a mid-
ship indoor bar and another fur-
nished aft outdoor deck to take in
abundant river-side village life.
‘This Pandaw ship felt less like a
boat and more like a very nice
house that happened to travel on
awinding waterway.

On my sailing there were just 17
passengers, a group composed of
British, Canadians and Austra-
lians. Beautifully prepared Bur-
mese and western meals were
served at three tables of six. and
by the end of the trip — with lives,
stories and experiences shared
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Bodawpaya's successor, Prince %
Bagyidaw, s the all white Hsin- Myamnar
byume stupa. Its impressive wavy
architecture represents the seven From HNL: Con-
ranges g servic
Mount Meru and Is locally known ?:ch;:?gge of pla:a) to
as the Burmese Taj Mahal. Yangon, Myanmar, is
Once the capital of an indepen- offered on Korean
dent Shan kingdom, Sagaling vil- Alr, ANA. Air China,
lage is now a meditation training China Southern and
center with over 5,000 monks and Shioore itk
nuns studying in the area. Great Ir- Rs%l‘::ed round-
rawaddy views beckoned from trip alrfare begins at
atop the 14th century Soon-U- $956, including taxes
Ponnya-Shin pagoda, though the and fees, Domestic
added, neonlit halos around Bud- air travel is best ar-
dha's head were bizarre. ranged by Pandaw
Amarapura, Myanmar's penl;:tl— Cmn dsea
mate royal capital, is home to the :
world's longest teak footbridge, ct:om) ocothenlocal
over shallow Taungthaman Lake, Sl
and s one of Myanmar’s most
photographed sites. Built in 1849, enday. alkinclusive
itis 1,300 yards long with over all
o s
Riverside Villages hob) startat $1,534
per person. In addi-
The 1826 Treaty of Yandabo — tlon to the [rrawaddy -
ending the first Anglo-Burmese Cruise, Pandaw can
War —was signed In the tiny riv- - AFtags pos and
erside vllage of Yandabo, Here Pos stk
about 1,500 people, mainly terra- BYJULEL B Vi h e
cotta potters and subsistence TARADVERD built when oil was dises in %
farmers, reside i elevated, bam- the late 1800s. At theriversedge, ~ (atlons In Yangon,
boo-thatched houses. Womengo  From top: The Salay House has a small upstairs S Mam:alq
about their days miraculously bak  world's longest museum with artifacts of the era elsewherein
ancing atop their heads enor- teak bridge at and alovely garden g o
mous, stainless-steel bowls 1,300 yards, in Am-
containing kilos of rice and vegeta-  arapura, Myan- The belle of the balk Bagan
les. mar’s penultimate There was a building boom un-
In the small town of Pakokku we capital; a til the late 13th century and more
boarded tuk-tuks, motorcycles handful of the sev-  than 4,000 temples were built in
with attached six-seat carri th the 26- lile Bagan region.
Driving through flelds dotted with stupas in Bagan; Bagan, with its thousands of
farmers in conical hats, wemade  school stupas, is an ethereal sight. Dg:ld
our way to the lively town market  adorned with spite Mongol invasions, earth-
known for its vegetables and thanaka, a paste quakes and some questionable
thanaka, a beige therapeutic paste  made from ground  restorations, Bagan is breathtak-
of ground sandalwood bark that E
men and women routinely apply low, the writer’s Iended my Burmese adventure
as facial adormment. at Mount Popa, where an enor-
Only the Pandaw riverboat ex- the RV Kalaw Pan- mous gold-gilded pr
perience enables travelers the 3 hall is top
ability to access these remote, off- a2,400Hoot volcano. My guide in
the-beaten-track villages, coupled the area, who also guided
with onboard cultural lectures. JK. Rowling when she traveled
An a:;i:esomm village with 5 the
more t monasteries and lore that { her
less than 10,000 residents, Salay o
has remnants of once gorgeous




