COURTESY PRINCESS CRUISES

Star7< Aduertiser

SUNDAY 49/20/15

The Diamond Princess cruise ship keeps passengers
busy with a gym, spa, casino, library, art gallery and

10 restaurants.

The aerial view
from the top of
Mount Hakodate.
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An abiding fondness
for the island nation is
reason enotigh (o o
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By Julie L. Kessler
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ble. G
other s best ftiend and
our next-loor neighbor,
Gladys. was second-genera-
tion Japanese, spoke Japa-
nese and was an amazing
cooke. Tcould thus be regu-
lan by found in Gladys’
kitchen listening to lapa-
nese music and watching
her cul fish, make sushi or
sepaale limu from othes al-
wae we had collected dwing
low lide. After studying Jap-
anese, | went to Japan in
the eatly 1980s and lived
with a host family, often
thinking of the many life les-
sons Gladys bestowed
during those early days in
her kitchen.

So started a lifelong love
affair. Though over the
vears I'd traveled through-
oul Japan my traved pat-
net George recently
cemplained he'd never
even heen 1o JToRVo As
Princess Cruises oflered a
nine<day voyage commenc-
ing from Tokyo's port of Yo-
kohama, stopping in
various Hokkaidu cities and
then continuing onwaid to
Russia's Far East. suitcases
were swiltly packed

Alter overnighting in To-
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An example of an illuminated float for the August

Nebuta Festival in Aomor.

kye and spending a day
walking around Shinjuku.
eating our way thiough sev-
elal department stoes’
beautiful hasement food
halls. we hoarded the Dia-
mond Princess. a 2.700pas-
senger ship possessing all
one could need: gym, spa,
beauty salon. pools, casino.
boutiques, libtary. art gal-
lery, {01estawrants and
nine hars and clubs Thele
wete about 75 daily activi-
ties — from Japanese, ping-
pong and hallioomn dancing
lessons to card tourna-
ments, kaiaoke and mavies.
Proof thal on a large ship,
cruisers can keep as busy
as desired.

Fighting my inner sloth
on our firsl sea day. [ went
to the wym. then took
Zumba, attempted Bolly-
wood and line dancing fol-
lowed hv a cha-cha class
chaser. Certainly [embar-
rassed mysell, but thank-
fully was rold that. just like
in Vegas, what happens at
sea stays al sea.

Kushiro

Onr firstport on Hokkai-
do s southeastern coast
was Kushiro Known for in-
tonse fou and nicknamed
the 11V ol Mist, Kushito
hoasts an annual Loy testi-
val

A 20Hminute drive
Drought us to the Red-
Crowned Crane Reserve Al-
Ler the Meiji Era these
cyanes were nearly extinct.
However, in 1924, 10 were
discovered in the Kushiro

Marsh, and theyve heen
protected ever since. Called
the “sarurun kamui” by the
Ainu, Japan's indigenous
people, these cranes aje 1¢-
veted as symbols of longev-
ity, luck and ficelity. Of the
vatious crane species, this
is the only one that breeds
in Japan. (It is also the sym-
bol of Japan Air Lines.)

At Kushira's Washo Fish
Market. we hought bowls of
rice and meandered the
stalls, where focal lisherinan
sliced their moning cateh.
artfully placing ahi. crab and
salmon atop one steaming
howls. Across the street was
an anticue shop 1 narowly
escaped -— but didn’t -—
purchasing a vintage, intri-
cately brocaded orange
kimono for $40. The floo
Delow contained a massive
J(0-yen store — all the rage
in Japan — where every
conceivable gadgel. rice

Setving Hawaii Since 1976

€

THE BROAD

New Los Angeles museum
to showcase top-notch
contemporary art >> G3

SIGNS OF HAWAIIAN LIFE - - G6
LAS VEGAS ADVISOR >~ G6

Kushiro: A red-crowned crane, a protected species
since 1924, is the only crane species that breeds in

Japan.

cracker, candy. household
item and mote dubious-pur-
pose items one doesn’l need
can be hacl for under a dol-
lar. Gearge was compelled

to by 10 tiny Japanese car-
toon-embeliished plastic
containei s “hecause they
were so cute

Shiretoko Peninsula

After an al resco lunch of
rilled lobster, the skies co-
operated as we approached
the Shitetoko Peainsila in
the Okhotsk Sea Named a
UNESCO World Heritage
site in 2005, much of it is na-
tonal parkland protecting
forests and wildlife, Against
a hackdrop of snowcapped
mountains and rugged
coastlines, we had a good
vantage point for several
whale and dolphin pod
sightings
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Tokyo's Shibuya
Crossing, thought to
be the busiest cross-
walk in the world.
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Japan cruising

: > The best way: Princess
Cruises sails nine-day
voyages on Diamond
Princess from June to
September round trip
from Yokohama (a one-
hour drive from central
Tekyo). making port
calls in Kushiro, Otaru,
Hakodlate. Aomori and
Korsakov, Russia —
with scenic cruising
along the Shiretoko
Peninsula. For solo
travelers, daily events
are scheduled
Diamond Princess
rates for 2016 sailings
start at $1.598 pes
person for an interior
room., plus tips, alcohol
and specialty coffees.

»> Contact: 8)0-774-6257:
www.Princess.com.
While flights from
Honolulu to Tokyo's
Narita airport are
slighlly cheaper than
flights to Tokyo's
Haneda Airport.
Haneda is only about
45 minutes to central
Tokyo, while Nauitais a
two-hour drive o train
ride

>> Packing: Summey tem-
peratw es can fluxuate
and change rapicly, es-
pecially in the north.
Daytime temperatures
1anged from 80 degr ees
with high humidity in
Tokyo to a chilly 62 in
Korsakov. So layering is
key, as is a thin wind-
breakel or light sweat-
shirt and a small
umbrella.

~» Getting around: n
most ports on this itin-
erary, except for Korsa-
kov, you can walk from
the ship to all sights o1
take a complimentary
or low-cost shultle bus
to the town center. In
Russia, unless you are
from a nation lhat's vi-
sa-exempt (the US. is
not), you must have a
visa that is expensive
and time-consuming to
obtain unless you are
on aprepaid ship excur-
sion As time is limited
on Sakhalin (one day),
and with aboul a
40-minute drive from
porl to the capital (with
no public transporta-
tion), combined with
the language barrier,
the ship’s excursion is
recomimended (and
should be reserved
when the cruise is
hooked as it quickly
fills un)

-+ Where to stay, Tokyo:
Keio Plaza Hotel 2-2-§
Nishi-Shinjuku, Shin-
juku-ku, Tokyo. Tele-
phone
0118133344011,
www.keioplaza.con.
Centrally located high-
rise hotel near JNR
train and Shinjuku
Metro stop. Summer
1ates start ab $200 per
night for two Mercure
Tokyo Ginza 294
Ginza, Chuo-ku, Tokyo
Telephone 01 [-81-
4335-1 111 Visil www.
accorhotels.com. Sul»
way enliance is conve-
niently located ditectly
beneath the hotel Sum-
mer rates start at $170
per night for two

- - For more information:
see Inlo.gojp.
japan-guicle.com and
la.us.embHapan go.jp

Cruise Highlights

CANADA CRUISE & LAS VEGAS 11 Nts/ 13 Days - Oct 13 - 25, 2016
Deluxe Cruise = 3 Night Post-Cruise
Leilehua High School - Class of 1976
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A dinner of sashimi fol-
lowed by green tea ice
cieam with black bean paste
at Kai one of Diamond Prin-
cess’ specially 1estawtants.
completed the day.

Sakhalin Island

Aniiving the next morning
at Korsakov, on Sakhalin’s
southern tip in the Russian
Fai Easl. we tendered Lo [he
pier aud drove 30 minutes to
Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk. the capi-
tal

Russia claimed Sakhalin
in 1853, conmmencing the
tug-of-war with Japan. In
1858, Czar Alexandles If de-
clared Sakhalin a penal col-
ony. dispatching prisoners
on two-year journeys hy
hoat and land. with thou-
sands dying en route When
Japan prevailed in the 1904-
(05 Russo-Japanese War, the
Karafuto Fia began. and Ja-
pan tetained coutrol until
Sept, 2, 1945, when Sakhalin
returned to Russia Japa-
nese and Ainu residents
were repatriatect to Japan,
while many Koreans who
provided labor on Sakhalin
still remain.

We stopped at the small
St Nicholas Russian Ottho-
dox Church, built hom logs
topped with an iconic gotd
dowe but a funeral was un-
derway so we couldn’t enter.
At Glory Square, on a giassy
knolt dubbed Sakhalin
Beach, beside slatues hon-
oring Soviet soldiers who
perished during Sakhalin's
1945 liberation. sever al
women were sunbathing,
some topless.

Passing Lenin Square and
its robust statue — the
obligatory Soviet symbol —
we artived at Sakhalin's Re-
gional Museum Built
pagoda-style by Yoshio
Kaizuka in 1937, it houses
taxidermy of the region’s
various animals, maps of
Sakhalin and the nearby Ku-
rit Islands. photographs, ar-
tifacts. native clothing and
decorative arts. Our knowl-
edgeable, English-speaking
guide was essential because
the museum contained only
Russian placards.

Other than some fast-foad
outlets in Sakhalin's only
dreary mall, we didn’t see a
single restaw ant. So we en-
joved sushi, Bibb salad and
seated scallops in the ship’s
Savoy Restaurant

Otaru

On Hokkateio s wesi coast,
Hasud N : i
lage bul is now acharmine
fown with Venice-Jike < anais
and i9th-centu y ware-
houses re-gentiified into ca-
fes, microbrewesies and
shops Besides delicious fish
and ramen, Otaru is known
for atisan-hlown glass and
music boxes shaped into ev-
ery conceivable configuia-
tion. including sushi-shaped

Buying a Stroller Bus day
pass, we started al the ca-
nals, when the skies opened.
Happily. another bus ar-
rived, and off we weut to
Mount Tengu's base During
the 20-minute 1ide, the skies
cleared. and we had a good
view of Otaru. Also at the
hase was an excellent glass
blowing studio wheie
George bought some fovely
Christimas ornaments

At sea level with ominous
skies, we exited al Miyako-
dori. a covered walking
street with shops. restau-
tanls and a packed pachinko
patlor Aftet a ramen stop
we headed (0 Sakaimachi-

O

Tour £2: Norman iwamoto - Tour #3: Wally Mau
COMPLETE PACKAGE FROM $2964

CANADA CRUISE & BIG APPLE EXPLORER 11 Nts/ 13 Days

Oct 13 - 25, 2016 1 Night Pre-Cruise Hotel in New York - 7 Night Deluxe Cruise
3 Night Post-Cruise Stay in New York City « Tour Manager: Pat Miyake

COMPLETE PACKAGE FROM $3264
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dori. another artisan shop
area with several vestau-
1ants and some of the best
bakeries evet Sapling sev-
eral, our favorite was Le
Tao, selling utterly divine,
umamilike sweet-salty-
crunchy cheese cookies. So
ended a perfect day.

Hakodate

Commodore Matthew Per-
ry's gunhoat diplomacy of
1853 resulted in the
Kanagawa Treaty between
the US. and Japan. obliter-
ated Japan’s seclusion and
ultimately felled the Toku-
guwa Shogunate, Halodate
thus hbecame one of two
potts servicing hoats to and
from China and a [oreign cul-
ture recipient, evident in its
architecture.

At Hakodlate's 400-stall
morning market. where sea-

funagi — se

brick watehouses contain-
ing shops. Jestam ants and
craft breweries, Climbing
one of Hakodale's inany
steep slopes, we reached
the church section — Rus-
sian Orthodox. Catholic and
Episcopalian — and finally.
Mount Hakodate's base.
Boatding the gondota up for
the breathtaking view, we
wilked 45 minutes down
thiough Motomachi. pass-
ing the foreigners cemetery,
the magnificent Old Russian
Consulate, Jitsu-Ji Temple
and the impressive Old Pub-
lic Hall.

Refueling with iced coffee
and hean cakes. we look a
S0hminute bus ride to Ja-
pan’s fitst Catholic convent
yun by Trappistines. Hiking
up yet another hill, we were
rewarded with several gor-
geous, Ewopean-siyle build-
ings set high amid lush
gndens.

Aomori

On Honshu's northern tip,
nearly all of Aomori was

l

blitzed during World War I,
thus while modetn it facks
charm. Known mainly {or
native-son woodblock an tist
Manukata Shiko and its Au-
sust Nebula Malsuri — the
festival feattning enormous,
illuminated floats.

As Typhoon Nangku was
quickly gaining speed. we
hadl to leave Aomoii several
how s early Lo avoid the
worst impact. [t was a per-
fect opportunity, [ thought.
for George to experience an
“onsen”: mineral hot
springs Though not keen on
the idea. | told him it would
he insane hot to. Missing
that would be like going to
Paris and skipping the Eilfel
Tower.

An hour latey we anived
at Sukayu Onsen atop
Mount Hakkoda Unbe-
knownst to us — and much
1o ow chagiin — Sukayu's
medicinal nude haths were
completely coed As [had
beei to several onsens over
the years. the coed aspect
didn’l shock me nearly as
imuch as the 5-foot snake
thal slithered across mv
sandals as ] climbed the
nearby hill to see Sukayu's
hotanical gardens.

Typhoon Nangku made
owr final day at sea ex-
tremely stormy, resulting in
George appeal ing an unflat-
tering shade of green De-
spile bad weather the crew
was top-nolch: smiles and
good setvice continued non-
stop

On out final, marathon
day in Tokyo, we squeezed
in the Shibuya Crossing. the
massive intersection resem-
bling a continuous flash
mob; Tokyo's 5th Ave-
nue-like Omotesandodori:
Tokyo's greatest shrine, Mei-
ji-dingu; edgy Harajuku (with
ils five-story Daiso 100-yen
shop): and ramen dinner in
Shinjuku, all before a mid-
night flight.

Marcel Proust wrote, “The
real voyage of discovery
consists not in seeing new
lawadscapes. hut in having
new eves  Japan's land-
scabe wasn'l new lo e, but
willy lhe inter vening vears
inv vision had indeed been
altered anew Leaving Japan
this time with indelible
memories of Gladys recon-
firmed the genius of Proust

Julie L Kessler is a havel
writer and legal columnist
based in Los Angeles and the
author of the award-vinning
hook “Fiftv-Fiftv. The Clarity
of Hindsight
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YUKKURI KYUSHU ONSEN
NOV 4-15 (12 days)
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Panama Canal Grulse, 2/17/16
Los Angeles to Fi. Lauderdale
Ports of Call—Puerto Quetzal.

Guatemala; Puntarenas, Costa Rica:
Fuerte Amador, Panama;
Cartegena, Colombia; Aruba
2-day Panama Canal Experience
1 nite San Pecro, 15-day canal cruise
3 nites Las Vegas
Ship transits thru 3 locks
Call now to confitm staterooms
Excellenl group travel opporiunity!
United Air lines

2016 Sneak Preview!
NY Staie & Washington DG,

Mar-Apt
Tullp Festlval/Great Lakes, 5/5
Newtoundiand-Labrador, June
Tohoku Tour, 10/11
Tour brochures avallable late Septeinber
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8-Day Colors of Tokyo
Tokvo » Nikko = Kamakura » Hase

15-Day New Zealand Tour

Joset ¢ Christchurch » Wellington «

7-Day Sydney Tour

9-Day Sydney & Melbouine

9-Day New Zealand North island
9-Day New Zealand South Island :
12-Day New Zealand Expiorer

Napier « Rotorua « Auckland 14-Day Magnificent New Zealand
11-Day Hokkaido Summer Tour
9-Day Japan 101
8-Day Taiwan Round Island Tour
11-Day Exotic Thailand
11-Day Vietnam Tour
14-Day Vietnam and
Angkor Wat Tour
]
CALL  Istanbul to Dubai 211073115
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