Starve Adocrtiser @ ..,

mpodleastaadvertisercom £ H249 4336

SUNDAY 4/2/17 HAWAIFS BACKYARD
AIA Honolulu hosls a tour
of Ul Manoa’s history and
architecture - D3

LAS VEGAS ADVISOR - D4
SIGNS OF HAWANAN LIFE -~ D5

LR

The island awaits, with a S('”/),(”I(' knowledge of Fiian lustory impressive. (6799310131

(o Yascwwa Island Resort for a blisstul stay A LEVY Towrshylocalstijiergmail com)
’ e . Togelher we meandered Main Street. where one can buy
Photos and story by Julie L. Kessler S pacure F;ununs South Sea hl.'uv'k |w.u!s, walked N{n(!i Market \:\'ilh its
Speiial to e Star-Advertiss Fiji OCEAN abundanee of fresh produce and mountains of kava root.
and strolled the Garden ot the Sleeping Glant, once owned
by actor Rayniond Burr, who then lived nearby in Saweni.
lving across the Pacitic pond and disembarking in Fi- g The gardens contain more than 30 vagieties ol Asian or-
ii's Magg ’V and mysell conlinuousty looking .} e P chids amid the tropieal raintorest pathways. With Katoal
over my shotilaer L was certain someone unous . i was also able 1o go to the traditional village of Viseised to
must be behind me. Nothing else could explain why every 100 iiles see how the 800 villagers live surrounding their chureh, the
sitigle person — gate agenls, a0 chiet's home in the center and the massive domg used o
haggage handlers, even nor- - call villagers to meetings.
mally curmudgeonly cus- A must-go i Nadiis Tu's Place, which showeases local
toms and innnigration AR ARYERTISER produce, ingredients and recipes. Try the Kokoda tisti cevi-
officers — siiled broadly chie, Waciepoki taro leat and coconut milk topped with ma-
and cheertully bellowed hirasid-folo tish stew. (37 Queens Road, Martintar:
“Bula, bula,” the Fijian equiv- At top, the writer's GTO6T-22110: tusplace.wehs.com)
alent o aloha. acrial view of Yasawa A great base tor exploring Nadi is the Sofitel Resort on
Twould soon learn that Fiji- — island, Fiji, from a Denerauistand adiacent to Nadi. From here ashort nide
ans possess an ineredibly scaplane. Inset photo, brings you o Nadi's nuportant sites. And when vou're
abundant jole de vivre and village men from done. there are pleity of onssile activities: Fijian history.
geniality. unlike the people in- nearby Bukama kite making, heach soceer, among others. (Doubles from
any place I'd ever traveled prepare kava, a $250. 800-22 <1512, www.sofitelcom)
hetore, Constantly made to brewed ceremonial
feel like a cross between are-  drink served The bliss of Yasawa
turning war heroine and are-  conmunally whicly Getling to Yasawa Island Resort requites taking a tiny
vered aunt, Falso received leaves drinkers’ 1962 Twin Otter o even tinter 1962 de Havilland Ofter sea-
more hugs than a child's beloved teddy bear I there'sany  tongues numb and plane. Ricing i the yumyp seat, fnoticed that pilot Alex was
A "mu"lwa_u.“"g truth to the phrase “Karna is like amenu and youre served causes drowsiness. baretoot. dressed fin board shoits and bula shint It was one
meal ol eevictic, Hilx what you deserve,” then somewhere, sometie, [ must ol the most picturesque tlights ve taken: blue hues, coral
stew and taro leal have done something right to travel here reets, verdant islands and atolls aplenty.
washed down with a Nadi is best seen through the eyes of alocal. Lwent with Arriving al the tny awsteip, it looked imuch like the 19705
WANEY SOUIBOD Ryan Katoa, a giant of aman with a heart just as big and a television series “Fantasy Island.” wilh one hig ditference.
smoothie at Tu's Place hearty infectious laugh, whose love of Fiji is evident and ;
in Fiji's capital, Nadi. " T ) ) Ploase see FLIL Do
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Hete. when they bellow “Bula” thev also
say “Welcome hone” while each employee
shalkes the hands of every arriving guest.
[t's a howmecoming fike no other.

The resort is secluded with 18 large, Jove-
Iv-appointed. oceandacing bures, or huts.
The separate living areas are stocked with
Nespresso machines. homemade chocolate
chip cookies, minibars, luscious king-size
heds. and enonnous bathrooms with indoor
att outdoor showers. The peaceful lanai
and private beach hut with two more
loungers and adjacent hamimock strategi-
cally placed between swaying palins send
vou out te cottemplate the lapping ocean's
blisstul sounds and deserted white sands.
Yasawa is alkinchisive: Gourmel meals and
all cultural and water activities (except
scuba) are included. (Bures starl at 311
per muhl dotible oveupancy. 67456722268,
vasawa.coin)

)

WITH JUST 1200 iskandet s vesiding in Ya-
sawa's six villages. visitors gets to expeti-
v of lite largely unchanged.
s who has tended bar af Yasawa
since its opening 25 vears ago. is also the
village spokesman of nearhy Bukama. where
three clans comprise the 200 residents. Tak-
ing six guests Lo meet Bukamia's 86-vear-old
Chiei Ralu Semirokobecalevu, we stood at
his doot and in unison utteved "Dua. dua.
dua.” requiesting penmission to enter. The
chief responded "Lamai.” the Yasawan for
fenter.”
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The entrance to the Blue Lagoon Caves
made famous by a 1980 imovie starring
Brooke Shields.

We sal in a semiciicle on the floor in the
small. spotless, lapa-walled house. The
chiet — through Manasa — welcomed us
andd proudly told us of his pride in the vil-
lage school. our next stop. Even at 86 and
wheelchair-hound. the chief was engaging,
smiling and bearing a twinkle in his eye.

At Bukama schoof the village children
sang several songs for us. and the head
teacher shared the challenges of teaching
71 students from two villages — theirs and

< ——

ARE\YOU/READY|FOR

COUNTDOWN TO SEASON OPENER-157 DAYS!
Warriors vs UMass Minutemen

Saturday, August 26",
Crossroad to New England Weekender

2017 Saturday, September 9",
Rose Bowl Football Week-

pp dbl* 4nt Weekender fr:

Warriors vs UCLA Bruins

pp dbl*
pp dbl*

Yasawa village. which is a S-ile walk from
the school. The Yasawa children speak only
their owi diadect. thus much of the teaching
day is spent translating trom Yasawan to
Bauan — Fiji's main dialect — and then to
English and Hindi. More than one-third of Fi-
jflans are of Indian descent.

The children were quiet when, as Manasa
asked, we told them from where we orig-
nadly hailed: Seattle, Beijing, Svdney. How-
ever, three girls squealed when satd
Honolulu, Later one of the squenjers asked
e to come to her classroom. and there she
axcitedly peinted to a worn. handwritlen
poster tacked to the wall. Amid other Pa-
cifie capitals, sandwiched between Hontara
and Majuro. was Honolulu. The child was
beaming with jov. and [ became weepyveyed
and tongue-tied.

BESIDES culttural activities on Yasawa. in-
cluding the traditional sundayv church visit,
there is plenty to do: bush walks. picnics.
tennis, paddleboarding, kavaking, windsurl-
ing. snorkeling and scuba diving. not to
mention sitply relaxing and soaking up the
scenery, But choices must be made. Topted
lor two water-based activities,

aptain Sain drove e 15 mingtes nerth
o a simall pewerboal Lo asecluded cove, and
there he feft ine with an mnbretla, tablecloth
and cooler packed with grilled prawn salad,
fresh fruit. brownies and several bottles ol
water. As he waved goodbye, Sam said he'd
return in three hours. As the boat sped away.
ringing in my ears was a line from the "Gilli-
gan'’s Island™ theime sonyg: “a three-hour tour.”

[ had a greal book with me, bul the warm.
turquoise waters beckoned. Donning my
mask and fins. [entered the underwater

Almost Here!
MEMORIAL Day

5/24-29 4nts fr:

5/24-30 5nts-fr: pp tpl*

2017

Fiji
The best way: Fiji Airwavs ofters
nenstop set vice from Honolulu to
Nadi three tines weeklv starting at
F845 rouned trip. 8887580
fiilairwavs.com
For more information: Visit the
otficial tougtsm site Fiii.travel,

4 Escorted tours to choose from-~ 3

Tokyo Memorial Day Omiyage
pp dbl/tpl”
Osaka & Kyoto Memorial Day Seoul & Chuncheon Int't Mime Festival

‘Bookabie 24 7 at ywww pandaoniune com or caif 1308 73

THE BEST OF JAPAN
2017 Escorted Tours
*bookable 24/7 www.pandaoniine.com/japan-packages

drequns of Jacques Coustean where thiongs
of neon=colored fish vied for my rapt atten-
tion.

The next morning Sam took [our guests
on the 30-minute ride to Turtle [sland's Blue
Lagoon Caves, wmade fnous by Brooke
Shields™ 1980 {ilin “The Blue Lagoon.” The
cobalt-bite water at the cave's entrance was
utterly breathtaking. A guide with a waler-
proot flashlight fit the wav as we held ou
breath and ducked under alip into slightly
colder water and into the second. navtower
passage. It was gorgeous, but atter seetnd A
sea shake meander nearhy [ statfed to feel
abit claustrophobic i the confined. dark
area and swam back out

Alas. it was then time to leave this pic-
tre-pertect paradise. As fembarked the
seaplane to Nadi, [was reminded that there
are 15 words in Fijian lor “heaven,” and "Ya-
sawa’ is the tirst. No surprise there.

Julie L. Kessler s a travel writer attorney and
lesal columpst based i Los Angeles and e
author of ihe award-wmming hoofe “Fiftv-Fifty:
The Clarity of Hindsight. ™
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Plan your long weekend thh us!

Auckland Autumn Weekender
5/23-29 dnts fr: pp dbl/tpl”

5/24-29 4nts fr: pp dbiitpt”

2mail packagesdpanda-grouan

7,14 & 21 day options
Regional passes
available
call (808) 738-3508
or (808) 738-3588

4nts w/AA or HA fr:

Warriors vs Nevada Wolf Pack
Saturday, October 7, 2017
Wolf Pack Football Weekender

4nt Land Only Tour availabie
Silver Legacy plus shopping day!

Warriors vs

pp guad*{ 5 tour dates all on "

SEOUL SEARCHING

4nt tours from:

8/30-9/4 4Anis fr:

10/12-19 énts fr:

Tokyo fr

Seoul’s Autumn Colors Tour

Enjoy Seout sightseeing & shopping timea!
olus Nami Isiand & Mt. Seoraksan. 11 meals!

10/4-9 dnis ir:

11/22- 27 4nts fr pp

pp dbl/tpl”

Saturday, November 4", 2017
Ninth Island Football Weekender

4/5nts-CaliMSS/Fremont or Golden Nugget
Game day & land only packages available!
*book 2417 on www.pandaoniine com/uh-packages. call 808-734-1961 or email packages@panda-group com

KENDERS

pp dblitpl”
Seoul Searching-Labor Day Weekend
pp dbl/tpt”
Seoul Searching-Columbus Day Wknd

pp dbl/ipl”
Seoul Searching-Thanksgiving

HIGHLIGHTS ).W— SEOUL

ARANTEE

SUMMER TOURS

)

Tokaido Road Summer
3 dates/1 price fr: °~
#1-5/27-6/4 Osaka to Tokyo- -
#2-5/27-6/4 Tokyo to Osaka--
#3-6/4 6[12 Tokvo to Osaka-

#1 7108 16 -
#27/15-23 -

Tnt Tours

L€ ps 10
pp dblftpl* 5/15-23 7nts fr: $2995 pp

& A

itral Japan

tpl*
Kyoto/Nagoya/Matsumoto/Tateya?na
Kanazawa & Osaka. [ncludes 13 meals
Tohoku's Rice Paddy Art & Tokyo
7M17-25 Tots fr: § pp tpl*-0 |
Aomer/MonokaSendaiAizu/Nikko Kunigawa
pius 2nts in Tekyo for sghtseeingishopping & qocd food!

2 dates/1 price-ir:
Choose 10/7-14 or 10/8-15
2 dates/1 price-ir:
Choose 10/7-14 or 10/9-16

dbl/tpl”

__ Fall Foliage Tours __Jriieiaivie

pp dbl/tpl™

pp dbl/tpl*

pp dblitpl”
Hakata/Saga/NagasakiHiroshima/Osaka

11/5-12 or 11/12-19 fe pp dblitpl*
lekO/Omlya & 3nts Tr)kyo wifree day!

11// 15 7nis ir:
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pp dbl/tpl’
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