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The Duke Kahanamoku Beach
Challenge brings together
community and cullure > G3
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CONQUE G

The country's cultural attractions, art
and cuisine will take your breath away

Story and phmm by Julie L. Kessler

Sigeniil 5 e S

OMING OF AGE in the mid-80s. sahtly news
emanating from Colombla made it an unhkely
travet destination. given the perlons nar-
cotics trade and drug warlords” turf protec-
tion In the yvears since 1993, when “King of Coeaine™ Pablo
Escobar was killed. things have certainly changed. [It's toge that
the Revolutionary Armexd Forces remain an enonmots domsestic
problem: In the provinees. indigenous people are foreibly remeved
from their land without compensation, causing a displacement to
cities tllequipped fo handle mass relocation. Nevertheless, Colon-
Dz, with 1ts tich cultural history. excellent cuisine, lip art scene. -
creclible musewms, natural heauty and overwhelningly kind ard
An aerial view of Bogota, Colombia, shows the grand sweep of the Dospitable people. make it a memorable and atiordable destination v
city. Inset, brightly dressed Afro-Columbian fruit seilers add color with something for evervone
to astreet scene. My travel partner George and [anded i Bogota at noon, and fol-
lowing a i5anmute cab ride, we atrived at La Candelaria, Bogota's
historie center —where the vast maiority of sights are — and
checked into Hotel Augusta s a modern yet chanming [0-story

Please see COLOMBIA G

SHARE A PIECE OF K-CLASS PASS FOR KAMAAINA
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The Plaza Bolivar.
above, sits in the heart
of Bogota’s historic old

town, La Candelaria.
The sweeping plaza is
notable for its architec-
ture and a slatue of its
namesake, statesian
and military leader Si-
mon Bolivar.

Graffiti has been
raised to a high art in
Bogota. right. The Graf-
fiti Tour, a free event,
takes sightseers
through the sireets of
La Candelaria where
street arlms hll\ e l e
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E.S. International Tours
AR www.esitour.com

Specialized in tailor-made tour packages for different interwsts

8-Day Colors of Tokyo 7-Day Sydney Tour

Tokyo « Hikka « Kamakura « Hase| 9-Day Sydney & Metbourne
caee 9-Day Hew Zealand orth fsland

11-Day Basic 9-Day New Zeaiand South istand
Australia and New Zealand | 12-Day New Zealand Explorer
Sydney, Biue M., Auckland. | 14-Day Magruficent New Zesland
Waitomo, Rotorua 11-Day Hokkaido Sumaner Tour

9-Day Japan 101
8-Day Taiwan Round Island Tour
11-Day Exotic Thailand
11-Day Vietnam Tour
14-Day Vietnam and
Angkor Wat Tour

Japan 101 Tour
Tokye - Hakone - Mt. Fus
Kyoto - Osaka.

gs with mlurlul
artistic fervor and of-
ten social commentary.
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COLOMBIA: Architecture and art scene are inspiring

Contied from G

hotel with quirky. calorful
attm the lobby: After getting
setted, we walked north to
the hase of Cerro (Hilly de
Monserrate. where we took
the cable car to the top for
anunforgettable view of Bo-
dota, inclading. m the dis-
Lance, an enormous statue
ot the Virgin of Guadlalupe

The sanctuary sits al
0341 teet above sea fovel
Asvoustart 1o ascend the
few staits to it and the sut-
rovmding park. telign s stat-
ues andl souvenmr kiosks st
Dl it. you definutely feel
the allitude Despite being a
tivelayper-week cardio-
avintat, rubber legs. some
nausea and breathlessness
tiat dich’t fit the exertion
level prevailed

Since it was Sunday, Mass
was ongoing. and we were
treated 1o Jovely chamber
music Fou a ditferent van-
tage we Took the lunteular
down. However af von don't
like heighits, don’t look down
onthe descent: it’s [rsney-
Lnd E-ticket steepy

A tive-mimute walk from
Monserrate’s hase is La
Ouinta de Bolivar Sumon Ro-
livar's restdence trom 1818
1o 1828, andl & goord example
of colomal architectuze and
with surround-

The Road Less Traveled
Vlemam-Angkor Wat & Thalland

0 {
All Inclusive, all alriares, hotels all meals,
guideditours & escorted from Honalutu

FREE SEMINAR
1~I nm hr Ir’ Southeas! Ania Frosentaton
o /15 at 2:00 pm.
FREE PARKING HoVP 1188 Bishop St. #2008
922-5622 for brochures & informabon

Vietnam |
Youre

ing gardens

DINNER OPTIONS were
Himted onasunday. but
Tuckily a great place near our
hotelwas open At ElSabor
dle Lupe, we had a delicions
meal of “ajiaco” — tasty
chicken and potato soup. fok
lowed by shredded chicken
with mole
e, salad and twe<cold
Colombran Poker hewt

Although we saw s Al
beautiful churches, many in-
teresting musenns and his-
Tone plazas and
architecturally sigmilicant
butldings duting our five
davs i Bowota and sur-
roundings, Two highlihts
were The Botero Museum
andl The Grattiti Tour: hoth
ofwhich are free

Fernando Botero, who
turns $1 i Apeil, donated
his private collection to the
Banco del Republica. which
built a gorgeous building to

sance. seasoned

Ve

IFYOUGO .

COLOMBIA

The best way: Honolulu to Bogota, Bogot to Carta-

wena, then Cartagena to Honolulu starts

$LITH

round tap. with combined service on United LAN and
Avtanca, Rouneteip Honoliluto-Bogota serice on
Dedta, Amencaor S Ainways starts at #1050
Telephoues: The country code for Colombiais 57
City code for Bogota s 1. Cartagena is 5. Cellphone
area codes are either 300,310 or 315, depending on

carnien

Getting around: Taxis are plentiful and cheap i Bo-
antaand Cartagena. Note that the dash aneter s not
the trp price. but a time distance caleulation. At the
destination. this numbes 1s reflected on a displayed
government rate sheet. Tippig isn't customary:

Organized tours: Tours of Colombia has several ex-
cursions in Bogota as well as vanous day trips to the
north to national patks and coflee ptantations For op-
tons and pricing see www toursolcolumbia com Fhe
Graffitt Tour meets daily at 10am- beside the podiom

at Parque de Jos Pertodistas (at Carte

3 and Calle 16,

in La Canddelaria) wwwhouotagralitt com
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house the massive collec-
tion of Bolero’s totund sul-
fects oncanvas, and brongze
sculptures The museum
also liouses several pat-
ings by Dali. Chagall. Klint
Pieasso and numerous other
masters. Attached to The
Botero s the Museo Nus-
matica (Monev Museum i
one s nterested Iy money-
nuaking mechan; wl the
Coleccionde Arte, wlich
houses the collections ot
several Important South
American artists, incliding
anentire ioon devoted to
artist Alejandro Olegon’s
work mspired by political vi-

olence in Colombia

The Graifiti Tour s led by
Colombian-hom. Wisconsin-
raisec artist Ray Garcia and
will forever alter vour view-
point of graffitt Tazing this
s not s art JUs heautiful
descriptive, palitical and of-
ten Dunetional regentrilyving
decaving bushdings with col-
orful. artistic fervor and of-
ten soclal conmentiary

We spent two additional
ays walking through the
Tistoric district of La Cancles
larta. and seeing several top-
noteh musetns Museo del
Ogo (gold ), Museo de Esiner-
akdafemeralds) Museo
Santa Clara (flower nuns)
anel impressive churches
San Francisco. La Calen-
davia, La Terceray Colombia
1s also the world's Lugest ex-
porter of top=quality emer-
alds Should fesselry be in
your budget, the best quak-
ity and prices were al the
Emerald Trade Center on
Avenicla Jimenez (start on
the thircd Hoor and work
vour wav downy Negotiat-

Ingts expected and cash is
king, though credit cards
accepted.

Wanting to see other
parts of Bogota, we took a
20eminute tide to Usaqguen
onee its own distinet
puebla The chanmng
church plaza was sui-

tounded by several trendy
restaneants. and neathy s a
mall created from an old ha-
enda. Heading back to-
ward La Candelaria we
stopped to stroll at Calle de
los Antiquarios (Antique
Street) — hecause one
never knows what one will
find Our wallets jntact. oug
tasi dropped us in Maca-
1enaa hobemian area with
several avantagarde gal-
leries, biprestaurams and
bars. At the Valenzuela Kleo-
ner Gallery. we viewed a
shert fili on Albauian artist
A Sala, Inspited hy Bo-
woba’s graffit art. Sala bads
the ellost in Albama’s capi-
tal. Tiana. to paint building
extertors i bright colors,
Tollosing years of political
tsolation and m bag decay

ATTRACTED BY the
notthern provinees, we
went ona full<day excarsion
with our ternific guide Juli-
anand diver Lwaer Ater
leaving Bogota, we diove
threugh verdant areas and
vistas untibwe arnved at La-
suna (Lake) de Guatavita
From there it's a 20-nmnnte.
fatrly steep climb to the
crater’s top At nearly
T0.et0-faol elevation we
were hreathless, but the
View 15 Treathtaking

We stapped at Sob v Luna
(Sunand Moony i tiny
Sesquile and had Tunch of
freshesqueczed blackberty
Juice, spicy vegetable soup
and gatlic-glazed whitensh
that was both delictons and
sofresh. it was certamly
swimming st howss hefore
Ditving on, we stoppedd for
Coffee m sleepy Nemecon. a
pucket-size colonjal-era
preblo Thirty minutes
weattived at Zapaquia’s
Catedral de Sal(Salt Cathe
draly where, carved from
Halite deposits m a salt mine
G feet undergronnd, lies
Al engnesTing feal: 4 mas-
sive cathedral. including 12
stations of the cross it with
chanztng colors, covenng

er

actes an thiee levels
Leaving Bogota, we took a
one-hour hght to Cartiagena
acoastal aty lounded in
531 by Pedio de Heredia
Ten minutes after we
Lancll we were at Casa

Contined on et page
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The cable car to Cerro de Monserrate in Bogota of-

fers
most physically fit.

Pustamante. an old haci-

enda with large rooms and a
small retresting pool. just
ontsule the wall of the Cen-
to Historsco (Okd City). The
Ol City: enclosed by a nis-
sive stone wall. is the orii
nal Spassh settlement. The
aty was piliered several
tunes throughout history. in-
cludmg. m 1568, by prva-
teer Si Francrs Drake In
T9S L UNESCO named Carta-
sena a World Heritage Site
Cartagena also wamed noto-
riety from the movie “Ro-
mancing the Stone ™ (The
movie was actually filmed m
Mexico )

Part of the tun of the Old
’ meandenug about,
st seeing
churches. admimg colorful.
colomal arehitecture and
then stoppmz for a fresh-
sipeezed mice or ice<old
beer Street names are rarely
used mstead. you gam per-
spective by gomy (rom one
maim ple Polivar, Santa
Dommgo. San Diego) to an-
other.

We spent thiee days walk-
g arornd pleasurably (o1
cather zetting lostm) the
Old City and nearby Getse-
mank, seemy several
churehes, the San Felipe
Fort and Casa Museo Rafael
Nunez. home of tow-time:
Colombian President
Raphae! Nunez (who
orn and died m Cattagena)
Nunez also wrote several
verses of Calombia’s na-
tional anthem and its consti-
tution The musenni s
reflective of traditional 19th-
century Cantagena architec
ture and contams
semorabilia of a e politi-
cally ived

cular views and a workout even for the

We sampled mspired vet
inexpensive Carbhbean
seafood cursme and. at La
Liceiola, the best mojitos
this side of Havana We also
engoved fresh frait rom
street vendors. and far too
many pastries and “arepas”
(anlled cheese pancakes )
from the dazens of bakeries
and carts that abound with
ntoxicating aromas

Willng to try somethmy
diffetent. we went to the
thermal mud baths at Vol
canle Lodo el Totumo Just
A5 mnates north of Carta-
aena, Totumo spews tepid,
Bubbhing liquick clay: It was
like swimnnnz in unsinkable,

warin glne. only therapeutic

AFTER EIGHT DAYS of
Colombian travel it wis
time to rest. We took a-i-
nunute baat nide to Hotel
del Encanto on Ban Islamd.
where we passed the day.
reading and relaxing i a
hammack and swinimmy
the wann Canbbean. A fresh
seatood lmeh made it per-
feet Howeverat was not
enough; our final day. we
took the hoat 1o Playa
Planca. also on Ban, where
the turquotse waters and
beach bar seduced us

Duarte the dive to the
anport for our Panania
flight. st hecame clear re-
turming would be necessary.
there was simply too much
tosee mn Colombia Next
tune. Medelhn Caliand the
Amazon.

Tnspired by Cartagensa,
Gabrel Garcta Marquez so
aptly wiote in “One Hundred
Years of Soltude.” “Theve s
always somethmy left to
love ™ Ineeed
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IFYOUGO ...
COLOMBIA
WHERE TO STAY:
In Bogota. Hotel Augusta,
Avernnda Junenez No 47
Candelana-Centro Histo-
rico, LTOOT0, Bogota: Tele-
phone 011 SRR
Jumor sute ncluding taxes
and buifet Lieakfast fres
WieFi: 380 per mght for two
For more mlonmation visit
www.hotelaugustace
In Cartagena, C

2 Tn-lephunvlill 575
GIRTI85. Largte room with
Balcony ncluding S,
breakfast. free Wi, 3134
pernight for two For more
mtonmation visit www casa
bustamante com co
WHERE TO EAT:

Bogota:

Elsabor de Lupe, Avenida
Junenez No 403, Candelana
(next to Hotel Angustay Din-
ner for two includme Poker
breer, 324

Restanrant Donde Mar-
tha. Calle del Pivorcio 853,
Candelana (mear Pasage Ri-
vas). Complete lancl for
twoancluding soup and
fresh juice, $8
estaurant Sanaley
i\unnln Jimenez No 3-73,
“ndelaria Telephone 011-
36171 Dinner for
L nchiding wine, $50

Sesquile:

Sl y Lima. middle of the
town’s only roadk Full lanely
(resh tish. chicken ar beefy
including salad. manvelous
homemade soup and fresh-
squeczed uice, 37 for two

Cartagena:

La Cevichena, Calle
Now T-14 (at Calle Sty ..m
Plaza San Diego. Centro Hi-
storico Dinner of two large
plates of fresh coviche

served with ynacamole
com tortillas and assorted
ganmshes, and moptos, $46
ol Restaurant
and Bar, Corner of Calle 30
and Carerra ), Getsenam
thatty conner to Cale Hor
vana). Excellent moptos
Just 3 hetween 5 20 and
Spon. S after amd del-
cious Itabansstyle, home
made pizzas and pastas
Dimner for two, 3200

La Mulata, Calle del
Quero 58, Calle 3. Centro
Historico Authentic Afro-
Canbbean food nrooms
flled with local art $260 for
twn
LEAVE AT HOME:

gl hewls, stiappy san-
dals. rublien slippers and
tashy jewelry The lnstoric
areas of bath Bogota and
Cataggena have gigantic
potholes every few fest, of-
ten the size ol boot boses.
This requires vouto con-
stantly keep one eve down
and one on the horizon. The
cohblestones streets and
pathways are uneven, so
contfortable. tubbersoled
wilkiig shoes are best
There is also an enotmons
problem of manhole cover
theft (for the copper’s re-
le value s and six months
agoa Colombian toddler tell
mto an uncovered manhole
and was swept away and
died The government has
started replacmy copper
manhole covers with plastic
ones
DON'T FORGET:

Bogota s near the equie
tar and 35 at high elevation.
The weather can have a 204
to 25«legree differential be

Lal

tween day and evenmy.
thus layernz s key. There
ate often alternoon show-
ers, so take atravel uw-
brelta
TO LEARN MORE:
Consulate General of
Colombia, 8383 \\|I~I|uu
Blvd., Suite | g
Hills. CA 9021
1200

IT's easy to get lost
wandering around
Laragena s UK 10wn
and nearby Getse-
mani, where streel
names are rarely used.
A dominant sight is
San Felipe Fort, left,
Duilt by the Spanish
colony powers in 1536
to defend the city from

by hnd or sea.
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&acorted Charter Padkages
to Las Vegas ;...699

« Choice of four o five-night patterns » Choice of four hotels
« Airfare, meals & transfers included

Call 591-4777

or book anline at BM
www.boydvacationshawaii.com o'l"ln

Limited seats. Limited dates. 24/7

1585 Kapiolani Blvd., 9th Floor
Honolulu 591-4777
Neighbor Island 1(800) 548-8951

Mon-Fn 8am-5pm - Sat B }oam 1 30pm . boydvamuonshawan com

Special Value
Las Vegas Packages on Hawaiian Air
From *§39%) pp double occupancy

MAWANAN

12 April 8 May 20 - May 2 Juty 1
April 8 - April 15 May 28 - June 3 uly 9
April 16 - April 22 une 3 - June 10 iy 15
April 30 - May & sume 11 - June 1 uly 2 9
May 6 - May 1 ve 17 - June 24 uly
May 14 - May 20 Jume 25 - July 1 Aug 6
B g 4 0 o+ 6 107 Mt ot Th CAL » B0 st 20 Diess D » @ To At Tl

o Eagpage b o T £t o0 2 it g e

“Elvis” Graceland and Las Vegas Tour!

April 13*-21, 2015 < Escorted
< Includes ag on Defta from Honolulu 1o Memphe with o Las Vegas stop on the return!
=3 Nights at Sam’s Town Tunica, 4 nights California Hotel
- Weicame reception at Samy's Town « Graceland Tour, Sun Studios Tour, Mempius
« ot Tourmament of Sam's Town « All Transfers s bufiets ot Sam's Tova, oll meals ot the €AL

“atior '”9 PP double eccupancy “Call mow for more information

Abaggage fee of $25 per persan applies 1o first piece of heckad luggase and a bassane fee of 35 per person
applies 0 second prece of checked laggiae U e of Cay on basgage peiiated at no fee

Honolulu 591-4700 - Neighbor Island 1(800) 253-4422
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