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Al-Bahr Mosque overlooks the
Mediterranean in Old Jaffa. Top,
some of the results of the many
workshops on offer at Galita Choc-
olate Farm at Kibbutz Degania.

Israel offers
DISITOrS a Imix
of grand
scenery,art,
religious
sights and
great food
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HAWAII'S BACKYARD
Tours of a Big Isle tech park
give visitors a up-close look
at science in action »> G3

SIGNS OF HAWANAN LIFE -~ G5
LAS VEGAS ADVISOR -+~ G5

Story and photos by Julie L. Kessler

Special b lhe Sl

ollowing my grand-
quther's sudden death

in Tel Aviv in the [970s.
my mother brie(ly re- a
turned to Israel, While
standing in Jerusalem’s
Ol City, she explained to
her cousin’s friend that

she and her family now ﬁﬁu":‘
lived in Hawail. An elderly / [

man overhearing the con- e
versalion furned to imy Tel Aviv

mother and asked in Yid-
dish. a Language he had
no way of knowing

whether she understood ISRAEL
(she did) — Do you
know Steve MeGarrett?”
Isr:lelris aplacelkeno o
other. Whether you are a
\

Christion, Jew, Muslim or 8
atheist, you will be deeply
moved by Jerusalem. If

you are a cosmopolilan,
hipster. art-loving loodie,

you will swoon over Te] Aviv. If you're a
history bufl, you'll love strolling Old
Jatfa. It science or archaenlogy floats
vour boat, there are the Dead Sea and
the Judean Desert o explore,

Jerusalem

This 10-day journey commenced in Je-
rusalem, Israel's largesl city with nearly
amillion people. Needing sun after the
long flighl, | headed to Jerusalem’s Bibli-
cal Zoo. In a gorgeous, parklike setting of
62 acres, the zoo Lolds more than 200
species of animals, 40 rom the biblical
era— like oryx, Persian fallow deer and
peacocks — including a Noah's Ark sec-
tion, Unlike most zoos, this one provides
such anatural habitat that it doesn’t re-
setnhle a zoo. but rather a savanna
where aniihals roam freely, including e~
muts aplenty that were surprisingly
friendly and photo hams.

Following nature’s marvels came a
visltito Yad Vashem - Isiael’s official ime-
morjal to Holocaust victims. which pays
homage tothe 6 million Jews murdered
by, the:Nazis during World War Il; The
museums architecture s striking. and
its educational displays and exhibits
convey a faint hope that history will not
repeat ltself.

Fromithere [ strolled through the
crowded Yehuda Market. which offered
a colotful display of lucal fruits. ollves.
nuts and sweets, Devouring a falafel
sandwich. | headed to the famous King
David Hotel. Bullt in the 1920s, it was
used as the British civil and army head-
quarters during the Mandate period. In-

side the stately. elegant hotel is a “walk
of fame” with dignitaries’ signatures:
Barack Obama, Margaret Thatcher and
Walf Blitzer, among others, Inclucing Ste-

phen Hawking's footprint.

Jerusalem
——Dead Sea
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- stone oven. }

Acheeriine

Before heading to
dinner at Jerusalem’s
Old Train Station — a
historic depol repur-
posed will trendy
restaurants and shops
— lwandered the old
German quarter. Bullt in
the mid-1800s by Tem-
plars who stayed until
WWIL this section re-
{lected a distinetly Eu-
ropean architecture.

Loving both art and
history, Fvisited the ls-
rael Museum the next

S5YRIA

JORDAN lll({l‘ﬂiﬂg. Fl)lll)(lt:‘d{in
1965 by Jerusalem's
charismatic lormer

: mayor Teddy Kolleek. it
SALDI S ) .
ARABIA hotses the world's larg-

est Dada exhibil and is
the world's leading ar-
chaeology museum, [t's
also home to the Dead
SeaScrols — 1000 scrolls found in 11
caves by Bedouins between 1946 and
1956 — and the Aleppo Codex, ancienl
hiblical manuscripts written around AL,
430 and smugaled from Syria to Jerusa-
lemin 1958, Also impressive were the
Picasso and Gauguin collections: Lthe
Belfer ancient. pre-blown glass and
Greco-Roman anliquities collection: and
the bridal costumes and circle-of-ite
items of diaspora Jews the world over,
incuding Yemen. India. Libya, Alghani-
stan. Uzbekistan. Kurdistan and Irag.

Heading just outside Jerusalem’s Old
City's Zion Gate, | artived at Dormition
Abbey, wheve the Last Supper is said o
have taken place. It is also where the
Virgin Mary is said lo have died or
“fallen eternally asleep™ and been cay-
vied to heaven, Bullt by Kaiser Wilhelm [I
and completed in 1910, it contains a
large chureh full of beauliful mosajcs,
belltower and. downstairs. a crypt and
rotundahonoring Mary Magdalene with
a deathbed sculpture made of vory and
cherry wood.

Neay the Westenn Wall, amouter watl
surrounding the Temple Mount. and the
hollest place for Jews — not far {roi
where the McGarrett question was
posed — [ smelled the familiatly in-
toxicating aroma of/fresh hread.
Followingimynosedownan _* . - )
alley, lsawayoungboy i
removing enormous :
hagels from an old

bought one that ar
came with an en-
velope of za'atar,

Please see
ISRAEL, (i
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Continued from G1

a deliciously pungent Mid-
dle East spice blend.

Sustained. I continued to
the Holy Sepulchre Church.
Built originally by Constan-
tine in A.D. 330, it is Christi-
anity's holiest site and
commemorates the Crucifix-
ion and the tomb of Jesus’
burial. Four of the last five
stations of Christ’s walk are
inside this heautifully ornate
and crowded church.

That evening under clear
skies. in the magnificently
restored ancient Citadel
couttyard ar the Tower of
David, [ enjoyed the unusual
sound and light show de-
picting 4,000 years of Jerusa-
lem’s fascinating history.

Nearby at Eucalyptus
Restaurant, chef Moshe Bas-
son creates 12-course meals
such as eggplant, pomegran-
ate salad and filo dough
stuffed duck. based on his-
torical events that the
server explalns Certainly |
gained 5 pounds that night
and relished every moment.

The Judean Desert

Driving east [anived in
Masada, a UNESCO world
heritage site. From the high-
way it appears like other Ju-
dean Desert mountains.
However, it was here that
King Herod built his palatial
fortress hetween 37 and 31
B.C.. including pools. bath-
houses and sophisticated
reservoits. It's also where
967 Jews, known as resistant
Zealots. preferred death to
Roman pagan rule. In A.D. 72
they burned their helong-
ings and committed mass
suicide, Masada has since
hecome a symbol of courage
for the Jewish state,

Meeting up with my Jeep
driver. Harel, we drove
through the southern part of
the desert. Ahmost inedi-
ately we saw a masked shyike
-—one ol nearly a half-hillion
birds that migrate through ls-
rael. Driving along Wadi Se-
dom (stream). we saw
70,000-year-old badlands
rock (ormations on one side
and 3 to Samillion-year-okd
salt formations on the other.
Upon our arrival at Wacli
Pratzim, a mini-Grand Can-
yon emerged.

The Deacl Sea— which
borders Israel and Jordan —
is Earth's lowest point, 400
meters below sea level and
famous for its hyper-salinity.
[jumped in and marveled at
my inability to sink. Many
covere(l themselves head to

s rithy th s watie,
Wi LN mit

dark mud known for its ﬂ'lE'l-
apeutic properties,

The Sea of Galllee

After another massive ls-
raelt breakfast, I headed
north. Near the Galilee's
southern shore was
Yarclenit, where water Hows
into the Jorclan River and
Christians believe John first
baptized Jesus. From the
world over. people come to
this idyllic spot to be bap-
tized, re-haptized or to ob-
tain holy waters,

Next on the itinerary was
Kibbutz Degania, the Jewish
state’s first collective agri-
cultural settlement, estal»
lished in 1909. It represents
the region’s earliest attempt
to create a community
hased on democratic socialk
ist and economic ideals,

Today a private enter-
prise. the Galita chocolate
farm operates on a part of
the kibbutz originally built
to herd cows. Galit Alpert

JULIE L. KESSLER / SPECIAL TO THE STAR ADVERTISER

Lemurs relax alongside the walkway at the .Jerusa-

lem Biblical Zoo.

leased the property nine
years ago, and a profitable
enterprise was horn, For
chocohdlics like ine, visiting
this larm is an informative,
creative and deliciously ca-
loric experience.

The chocolate arona is
intoxicating. There's a cafe
and a kiosk offering take-
away chocolates and home-
macle ice crean. There's
also a display window where
you can observe the procue-
tion line. T joined one of the
nearly dozen different
hands-on chocolate-making
warkshops offered at the
farm. { attenipted not to eat
everything in sight. but to in-
stead create something
pretty. I'was not successful
on either count, but it was
certainly fun.

On the Galilee’s north-
eastern shore. I jolned a
foursome for an hourlong
raft ride down the Jordan
River. Though a tad more in-
tense than adverlised — we
got completely soaked and
stuck along the edges sev-
eral times — we also
laughed heartily.

The day ended at Nof Gi-
nosar's Musewin, which ex-
hibits a boat discovered in
1986 in the Galilee but is
dated hetween 40 B.C. and
A.D. 80. Alternate theories
about its history suggest it
was used by disciples of the
Nazarene Christian sect to
spread the gospel or is
merely an ordinary hoal
used in a Jewish rebellion
against the Romans.

T<hdolv 2nad CI4 Jafes

Tel Avivis one of the
world’s most cosmopolitan
cities, possessing an abun-
dant nightlife. art scene,
foudte culture and famous
Mediterranean coastline. On
any given street one can
hear a dozen diflerent lan-
duages being spoken,

Starting at Shalom Meir
Tower — [srael's first sky-
scraper — visitors can see
the Middle East’s largest ino-
saic digplaved in a lobby
lined with retail shops. Along
Rothschild Boulevard is Inde-
pendence Hall, where [srael's
declaration of independence
was signed May 14, 1948,
This wide boulevard has nu-
merous outcdoor cafes and
excellent displays of German
Bauhaus architecture, At
night the area transforins
into a millennial hangout.

A turn onto Sheinkin
Street revealed mote shop-
ping opportunities in a ha-
ven of eclectic boutiques
and local designer shops.

It was Tuesday, so I macle
my way to the twice-weekly
open-air craft market on Na-
halat Binvamin. where |
hought gifts made by local
artlsts. Naturally | drifted in-
side nearby Carmel Market.
containing abundant dis-
plays of sweets, fruits and
dozens of "Made in China”
stalls.

Old Jaffa, where my
mother was born, is a port
city with 4,000 years of his-
tory marked hy. among oth-
ers, Egyptians, Phoenicians,
Ottoman Turks and the Brit-
ish. Today it has a heteroge-
neous population of Jews,
Christians and Muslims.

Conmencing at the Clock
Tower, t traversed the maze
of antiuated streets pass-
ing St. Peter's and St.
George's churches. Making
niy way to the llana Goot
Museum, a magnilicent ex-
ample of I8th-cenlury Otto-
man architecture, I stepped
into an orgy of incredible art
and awe-inspiring architec-
ture with sweeping Mediter-
ranean views.

Founded in 1995 by llana
Goor, an artist, desigher and
sculptor, itis unlike any mu-
seum anywhere. Goor's en-
tire personal residence,
except for her bedronm, is
open to the public. Her eclec-
lic art and sculptures are in-
termixed with the works of
several other artisls. (n the
third-floor ceiling the artistic
circles overhead are actually
pipes surrounded by cement
for air circulation. Near by are
photm of Goor with world
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dent Bill Clinton. former Rus-
slan leader Mikhail
Gorbachav. the Dalai Lama
and others,

The final two days in Tel
Aviv were spent recovering
nicely on the balmy Mediter-
ranean, enjoying the hip
Brown TLV Urban Hotel situ-
ated near the galleries and
shops of the artsy Neve Tze-
dek neighhorhood and
scouring Jaffa's interesting
flea markets. The last eve-
ning called for dinner at
Salva Vida where Napa-
trained chef Yuval Fachler
ptepared mouthwatering
lamh chops with bacon ra-
gout and a dessert ol apple
caramel popcorn served
with semifreddo that made
ine cry with delight,

On the flight home {
thought of that popeorn, my
mom and McGarrett,

Julie L. Kessler is a travel
writer and legal cotumnist
based in Lus Angeles
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Israel

»> The best way: Fly to L.A.,
then take EI-Al Airline's
nonstop to Tel Aviv;
round trip starts at
$1.223.

~» Telephones: From U.S.,
dial 011 (overseas
access), 972 for Israel,
city code and number,

»> Getting around: English-
speaking laxi drivers are
plentiful. Extensive bus
system. Rental car
easiest if exploring
outside Tel Aviv and
Jerusalem. All signage in
English, Hebrew and
Avabic.

WHERE TO STAY AND EAT

JERUSALEM

Mount Zion Boutigue Ho-
tel. 17 Hebron Road. A lovely
lobby with views of the Old
City a I(kminute walk away.
Doubles start ai $179. Tel.
2/568-9555, MountZion, co,il
Lucalyptus Restaurant.
Lforgettable dinner near
Tower of David, Halivat
Yerushalayim 14, Felt

Alley. tel. 2/624-4331,
the-eucalyptus.com

DEAD SEA

Isrotel Dead Sea Resort &
Spa, off Highway 90, Ein
Bokek. Doubles start at $187,
including Iyeakfast bulfet.
Tel. 86387797, Isrotel.com

GALILEE

Kibbutz Degania Guest-
house. doubles start at
$120, including breaklast
buffet, Tel. 4/675-5660,
dganit.co.il

Nof Glnosar Kibbutz Hotel,
doubles start at $212. in-
cluding breakfast buflet, Tel.
4767040320, English.ginosar.
co.il. Excellent restaurant
Ktsy Hanahal at kibbutz's
entrance, Tel. 4/671-7776.
katsyhanahal@gmail.com
TEL AVIV

Brown TLV Urban Hotel, 25
Kalisher St. Trendy hotel
with rooftop deck. Walk to
Carmel Market, arlsy Neve
Zedek area and seashore.
Doubles start at $300, inclucd-
ing hreakfast at one of four
nearby restanrants. Cham-
pagne arrival, 24/7 lohby
cappuccino machine. Tel,
37170200, Browntlv.com.
Salva Vida. Talented chef
Yuval Fachler serves innova-
tive farm-to-lable cuisine.
Tel. 3/778R996. Check inlo@
salva-vida.com for the loca-
tion of this popup eatery.
Dan Panorama Hotel, 10
Kaufman St. Large, sea-fac-
ing hotel. Doubles start at
$362. includling Israel’s most
extensive breakfast buffet.
Tel. 3/5190190. DanHotels
com

TODO

Gallta Chocolate Farm. Kih-
butz Deganta. Farm entry
and [ilm are free. Chocolate
warkshops $15 to $20 per
person, $48 for four. Tel,
4/6755660. dganit.co.it
Jeep tours, hiking or canyp-
ing in Judean Desert, excel-
lent guide Harel Zelcer, Tel.
52/273-9779, deserttrails.
co.il

To learn more: For tourism
information and trip plan-
ning, go to visltisrael.com.
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FULL CIRCLE HOKKAIDO
& GOURMET TOUR
Oct, 10- 23, 2016 (12 rights, 14 days) |
GUARANTEE DEPARTURE |
TOUR COST: 54,480 /p
Singte sipplement: + $G00 /p
STCpp EArty booking iscornt
by July 10, 2016 |
HOKKAIDO:
Hakptlale—Hayahisa Shinkangan
(Sekan dune) ¢ i
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cesescensesasces
UHM-Michlgan Foothall, 8/29-9/8
Tour Gonfirmed
U, of Notre Dame campus overnight,
quided campus and stadiurn tour
Northem Indiana Amish experience
overnight, Amish lunch & dinner, Ann
Arbor, Greenfield Village, football tailgals
& game, China's Terracotta Warriors
limited exhibit, Vegas |
Tohoku Tour, 10/10 |
Fukushima, Sendai, isinomakl, |
Matsushima, Zao, Megami River, Akita, |
Marioka, Aomari, Tokyo—fall adventure |
Beachwies Available! |

Early deadline for ;.rnu,-pk,,s
i airtar
United Airlines mk.u.m wnilable |
Fur group tour trivel i
teesesrachesnrnanssnnEnEE
Roy & Ellen Matsumoto {
Speclalizing In Unigue Escurted Group Tours |
) 551-6621: etlen@omhawalitonrs.com |
websile: emhawaliours com

L_www.toursbycharlie.com
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6Ih Waorkdwide Uchinanchu Festival
..................... vivsisiieioe 1OF2E - 1172
Fly direct from Honolulu lo Okinawa

for the largest celebration of Okinawa
hedd once every five years. Enjoy
special events and performances
Japan Infand Sea ............ 1117 - 20
Visit small islands like Naoshima,
Sensuijima, the islands of the
Shimanami Gaido and more

Toll Free: 1-877-961-3463
toursbycharlie@gmail.com
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FALL KOREA TOUR
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FESTIVAL TOUR
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* VEGAS PACKAGES with

VACATIONS HAWAI
Packages available tru April 20, 2017

i M’m

Call (808) 487-9933 AlEA
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TAR4744

8-Day Colors of Tokyo
Tokyo ¢ Nikko » Kamakura * Hass

Napier « Rotorua * Auckland

Japan 101 Tour
Osaka, Kyoto, Nara,
M. Fuji, Hakone, Tokyo

E.S. International 'l'ours

Specialized in tailor-made tour packages for different interests.

www.esitour.com

7-Day Sydney Tour
9-Day Sydney & Melbourne

15-Day New Zealand Tour 9-Day New Zealand North Island
Queenstown * Milford Sound « Franz | 9-Day New Zealand South Isiand
Jozel » Chrisichurch « Wellington = | 12-Day New Zealand Explorer

14-Day Magnificent New Zealand
11-Day Hokkaido Summer Tour
9-Day Japan 101

8-Day Taiwan Round Island Tour
11-Day Exotic Thailand

14-Day Vietnam and
Angkor Wat Tour

1%-Day Vietnam Tour
|

250 Ward Ave. Suile 208, Honolulu Hl 96814 PH: 596-0490
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2016 ESCORTED & l;o
*TOUR PROMOTION gissree—,
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2017 ESCORTED TOURS FROM HOHOLULU

(1131-2/08  HOKKAIDO SNOW #1 ETTTITD

2/04-2/12  HOKKAIDO SNOW ¥2 IR

2/16 - 2/13 vuwnmmm KAMAKURA FESTIVAL & KAWAZU
NT-7 mmnosov#' KYUSHU, SUO-0SHIMA, MIYAJIMA &
3/18-3/25  TOKYO & KYOTO

3M18-3/26  KYOTO & KYOTO

3/19-3/27  FAMALY RiN TOKYO

3/30-4/06  KANTO CHERRY BLOSSOM

4/06-4/14  SPRING SHIXOKU

6/10-6/17  WISTERIA FLOWER, KINUGAWA & KUSATSU GNSEN
6/09-6/17  ALASKA SUMMER CRUISE & SEATTLE J

AL - '“JAF'AN
* JAPAN
= TOKYO $540-
* OSAKASE09~

« NAGO¥A Sete- 2056~

_ORDINARY... 5271 ensm

A|z Moans S
M-F 9ain-5:30pn
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AUTUMN AIRFARE SPECIAL

* Business Class to Tokyo

979-0111 » www.jtbusa.com
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